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dialogue to the Twenty-third General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ. 

Funding for this action will be made in accordance with 
the overall mandates of the affected agencies and the 
funds available. 

The Moderator invited Rev. Stan Hastey, Executive 
Director of the Alliance of Baptists, to address the 
Synod. Mr. Hastey's remarks are as follows: "On 
behalf of the Alliance of Baptists, its affiliated 
congregations and individual members I thank you for 
the courtesy of making these brief remarks to General 
Synod Twenty-two of the United Church of Christ. 
You are a generous and gracious people who for three 
years have engaged our small group of progressive, 
Baptist Christians in preliminary conversation about 
possible mutual interests in partnership and ministry. 
Thanks to the work of a joint consultation team created 
by the Executive Council and our Board of Directors 
we have come to the point of recommending this 
formal dialogue you have just approved and was 
approved by our annual membership in March. This 
two-year process will give us the chance to consider at 
a still deeper level what it is the Spirit is saying to our 
churches as we seek joint prospects for the future. 
Although none of us knows, none of us has set out to 
determine the outcome of this conversation. What is 
clear is that the Spirit is ever moving the whole church 
of Jesus Christ to become, in the words of your inspired 
and inspiring motto, God's united and uniting people. 
Please permit me one other observati.on. I feel it is 
particularly appropriate that you have taken this action 
in Providence where the founder of the Baptist 
movement, Roger Williams, found his refuge as did 
other lovers of freedom and religious dissenters such as 
the Quaker sister, Ann Hutchison. Their freedom cry 
was for what they called 'soul liberty,' the foundational 
theological principle of all true Baptists then and now. 
How wonderful, how magnanimous that here in their 
city we, the Alliance of Baptists, have come to find in 
you truly soul sisters and brothers. We gave thanks to 
God and to the United Church of Christ." 

The delegates responded to Rev. Hastey with prolonged 
applause and a standing ovation. Moderator Hood 
thanked Rev. Hastey for his words. 

6. RESOLUTION "PARTNERSHIP IN MISSION 
AND MINISTRY BETWEEN THE 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN 
AMERICAN SAMOA AND THE UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST" 

Ms. Carreon directed the delegates to page 191 of the 
Program/Worship and Business Book the text of the 

71 

Resolution "Partnership in Mission· and Ministry 
Between the Congregational Church in American 
Samoa and the United Church of Christ." She shared 
some of the discussion of the Committee and moved 
the adoption of the resolution. 

The Committee allowed the resolution to speak for it 
self. There being no discussion the Moderator called 
for the vote. 

99-GS-38 VOTED: The Twenty-second General Synod 
adopts the Resolution "Partnership in Mission and 
Ministry Between the Congregational Church in 
American Samoa and the United Church of Christ." 

PAR1NERSHIP IN MISSION AND MINISTRY 
BETWEEN THE 

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN 
AMERICAN SAMOA 

AND THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

WHEREAS, the Twenty-first General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ "declared its intention to work 
toward partnership with the Congregational Christian 
Church in American Samoa;" 

WHEREAS, the General Synod recognized that there 
has been a growing relationship between members of 
the Congregational Christian Church in American 
Samoa and the United Church of Christ, both in the 
Pacific and in North America; 

WHEREAS, since 1984 the Congregational Christian 
Church in American Samoa has expressed its desire to 
be in closer relationship to the United Church of Christ; 

WHEREAS, in 1996 the General Assembly of the 
Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa 
adopted a resolution approving a relationship with the 
United Church of Christ as mutual partners in God's 
mission; 

WHEREAS, representatives of the two churches have 
met in 1997 and 1998 to discuss the nature of a 
proposed partnership and to develop a theological 
foundation for the partnership; and 

WHEREAS, pastors of Samoan congregations that are 
local churches of the United Church of Christ have 
been consulted in this process; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Twenty
second General Synod of the United Church of Christ 
adopts the following statement, approved by 
representatives of both churches at a consultation in 
Hawaii, November 23, 1998, and titled "Partnership in 
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Mission and Ministry," as the basis for a Partnership 
between the United Church of Christ • and the 
Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa: 

Foundational Affirmations 

Unity 

In our common confession of Jesus Christ and in our 
baptism, we celebrate that we are children of God, 
disciples of Christ, and members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Responding to this shared confession and 
baptismal identity, obedient to Christ's prayer ''that 
they may all be one that the world may believe," and 
accepting mutual responsibility to bear witness in our 
world to the Good News of Jesus Christ, the 
Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa 
and the United Church of Christ enter into a 
Partnership in Mission and Ministry agreement, giving 
expression to our unity in Jesus Christ. 
Sacraments 

This Partnership celebrates the truth that we share a 
common sacramental life. We recognize the baptism of 
each church as baptism by water and the Holy Spirit 
into the One Church of Jesus-Christ. We invite each 
other to the common Table as we celebrate Christ's 
presence in Holy Communion. In this shared 
sacramental life, we receive the grace of God and the 
renewing power of the Holy Spirit. We covenant to 
seek opportunities to gather at Table and Font. 

Mission 

This Partnership celebrates the truth that we participate 
together in the one mission of God. We will support 
one another in this common responsibility and will 
extend support to one another through the ecumenical 
sharing of resources and people. We will encourage 
each other in the proclamation of the Gospel, invite 
people into discipleship and will work together for 
justice, peace and the integrity of God's creation. We 
covenant to identify appropriate means of consultation 
and decision-making within the existing structures of 
our churches so that our partnership in mission can 
grow. 

Ministry 

This Partnership celebrates the truth that all members 
of the church, by virtue of baptism, are called to 
ministry in Christ. We recognize that lay and ordained 
ministries requiring authorization are full and valid 
ministries and we will seek to discover ordered ways by 
which the ministers of one church may serve 
effectively, when invited, in the partner church. We 
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covenant to extend honor and respect to those our 
partner church has authorized for lay and ordained 
ministry. 

Diversity 

This Partnership celebrates the truth that our two 
churches share a common faith. We have received the 
faith of the Apostles through diverse histories, cultures 
and traditions. We each claim the responsibility to 
make this historic faith our own in our differing 
historical and cultural contexts. Through this rich 
variety of theological expression, liturgical style and 
church governance, we recognize in our Partnership 
that the faith that has nurtured, sustained, and 
challenged each of our churches is one faith in Jesus 
Christ. We believe that God intends our differences to 
be enriching rather than dividing. We covenant to 
share in teaching and dialogue to encourage mutual 
enrichment, nurture and growth with full regard for the 
self-determination of our churches. 

Related Recognitions 
This Partnership is a way for both churches to be 
enriched as we share together in faithfulness to God's 
mission as churches in partnership with each other. It 
is not a merger of the two churches. 

Knowledge and Appreciation 

This Partnership recognizes that Partnership is 
advanced by greater knowledge about and appreciation 
for each other. Interpretive materials need to be 
developed by appropriate persons or units within each 
church. While interpretive materials can be of interest 
to an even wider constituency, those materials need to 
be distributed in such a way that the Congregational 
Christian Church in American Samoa (CCCAS) and the 
Samoan constituency within the United Church of 
Christ (UCC) receive both sets of interpretive materials 
at the same time. The materials will help local 
churches and their leaders and members better 
understand their own church and begin to understand 
the partner church as descriptions of history, 
ecclesiology, governance, structure, mission, program 
and ethos are characterized. 

Role of Regional Judicatories in Mission 

This Partnership recognizes that, where there is 
significant overlap of congregations and of Districts 
and Sub-Districts of the CCCAS with United Church of 
Christ congregations comprised of Samoans within 
Associations and Conferences of the United Church of 
Christ, the need for knowledge about and appreciation 
for the partner church is critical for the success of the 
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Partnership. Knowledge and appreciation of each other 
fosters a greater likelihood of partnerships in mission 
and program within overlapping judicatory boundaries 
and effort that is more regional or global in character. 
Judicatory leadership in both churches plays a crucial 
role in brokering and interpreting how regional, 
national and global mission concerns, program 
possibilities and resources of each church can be 
understood, joined and utilized. 

Authorization for Ministry 

This Partnership recognizes that ministries on behalf of 
each church for which authorization is needed have 
similarity and distinguishing factors. Both churches 
authorize persons for ordained ministry. The CCCAS 
also authorizes persons to serve as Lay Preachers and 
the United Church of Christ authorizes persons to serve 
as Commissioned Ministers or as Licensed Ministers. 
The Authorizing processes are different in that there is 
a single national authority for granting authorization in 
the CCCAS, the Committee of Elders, and that in the 
United Church of Christ such authority is regional with 
Associations granting authorization. While honor and 
respect must be accorded to the authorizations for 
ministry in each church, the Licensed Ministry of the 
United Church of Christ and the Ordained Ministry of 
the CCCAS are different, as are the Lay Preacher and 
the Licensed Ministry of our respective churches. 

Protocol 

This Partnership recognizes the need for leadership of 
the CCCAS and United Church of Christ, in 
conjunction with appropriate partners within the 
structures of each church, to assure the presence of 
appropriate and mutually-respected protocols for the 
temporary reception of an ordained minister of one 
church to serve in the other. Should an ordained 
minister or a local church seek relocation in the partner 
church, relocation or reception is not to proceed 
without awareness of both churches. Once relocation 
of a local church or ordained minister takes place, 
issues of covenanted ecclesial accountability and 
support need to be clearly understood and honored. 

Ecclesial, Spiritual and Cultural Ties: Acc_ountability 
for Ministry and Support 

This Partnership recognizes that there are cultural and 
spiritual ties among local churches and authorized 
ministers of the CCCAS and the United Church of 
Christ that are Samoan by heritage. Local churches and 
authorized ministers are encouraged to have clear 
ecclesial ties, holding authorization or standing in one 
or 1:he other church while, at the same time, having 
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spiritual and cultural ties to both churches. Spiritual 
and cultural ties have to do with valued heritage and 
partnership in mission and program. Ecclesial ties have 
to do with accountability and support associated with 
membership and standing. When ecclesial ties include 
dual affiliations, issues of accountability and support 
need to be clearly understood among all parties so as to 
avoid confusion. 

Partnership Committee 
The Partnership recognizes the need to have a 
Partnership committee comprised of representatives 
from both churches to provide leadership to our 
Partnership in Mission Agreement. This committee 
will meet at least once a year to advance the 
relationship and the partnership. The committee's 
mandate will be reviewed by the two churches after six 
years and may be renewed. The committee will 
monitor efforts on behalf of the Partnership as being 
faithful to the agreement and its recognitions as well as 
the adequacy of the Partnership as a faithful expression 
of life together in the Church of Jesus Christ. The 
committee will report its findings and offer suggestions 
growing out of ongoing experience to the leadership of 
both churches on an annual basis. The committee will 
also plan consultations that bring together a larger 
group to address issues that benefit the faithfulness of 
the Partnership. The Partnership Committee will be 
composed in equal numbers of not less than five or 
more than ten members from each church. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Partnership 
will be established upon approval of the Partnership in 
Ministry and Mission by the General Assembly of the 
Congregational Christian Church in American Samoa; 
and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Office of the 
President of the United Church of Christ be requested 
to coordinate the implementation of this Partnership. 

Funding for this action will be made in accordance with 
the overall mandates of the affected agencies and the 
funds available. 

Following the adoption of the resolution, Mr. Sherry 
introduced guests from the Congregational Christian 
Church in American Samoa: Rev. Elder and Mrs. Pita 
Elisara, II, and Rev. Elder and Mrs. Masalosalo 
Sapoaga. They were accompanied by Rev. Lynne S. 
Fitch, Conference Minister of the Washington North 
Idaho Conference; and Rev. Mary Susan Gast, 
Conference Minister of the California/Nevada Northern 
Conference. Mr. Sherry explained that after he signs 
the partnership document on behalf of the General 
Synod he would present the guests with a silver chalice. 
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