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reign of God, and nourished at the table of Christ where we 
learn to share, we rejoice for the times in our lives when we 
have lived in this Way. Sometimes we feel the struggle. Some­
times we know the victory. 

Because we desire to live out of the wealth of our faith, we 
seek to find practical Christian ways of living regarding the 
use of the wealth of the world. We want not only to educate 
and be educated about this practical Christian living, but to 
find ways of personal, family, and congregational living which 
will lead to changes in behavior and to Christian formation. 

We call the members of the United Church of Christ to seek 
ways of using time in the nurture of our own lives, of those 
close to us, and of those for whom God calls us to care. We 
invite the members of the United Church of Christ to use their 
gifts and abilities in response to God's calling, in service to 
the needs of the world through the Christian community. We 
invite them to seek the simplicity which grows from a life of 
radical trust in God. 

Recognizing that all we possess and all that we are is from 
God and belongs to God, to be used responsibly as God leads 
us, we further recognize that there are settings in the United 
Church of Christ where the tithe is a faith response to the 
grace of God. We affirm the setting aside of a proportionate 
gift, which may be a tithe, as the beginning of our faith re­
sponse, and we call attention again to the resolution of the 
Fourteenth General Synod on Stewardship. In particular, we 
support an approach to giving based on a percentage of an­
nual income, recalling the words of Jesus (Luke 12:48b, REB) 
that "Where someone has been given much, much will be 
expected". We highlight this approach not simply as a math­
ematical formula but as an application of the principle that as 
we have been richly blessed, we may more richly respond in 
giving. 

In that same resolution on Stewardship, we call attention to 
the general guideline which challenges individuals or families 
to give at least 10 percent of their annual income for the min­
istry and mission of the Church, and further makes the prac­
tical suggestion that, in moving toward this challenge, 
individuals or families determine the percentage of income 
represented by their present giving for the ministry and mis­
sion of the Church, and then increase it by at least one per­
centage point each year. 

We have referred to and reaffirmed the 1983 General Synod 
resolution on Stewardship. We do so, however, holding the 
conviction that the Church itself is called to Christ's ministry 
in the world, including ministry to the poor and those on the 
fringes of society, those in "the streets and alleys of the town" 
(Luke 14:22, REB). If the Church invites its members to give 
through the Church, then the Church must be doing the work 
of Christ in the world. The Church must give in order to have 
the right to ask others to give. 

Since it is a part of the mission of the Church to model the 
challenge which it presents to the individual Christian, we 
also reaffirm the challenge to each local church to give for Our 
Church's Wider Mission Basic Support an amount equal to at 
least 25 percent of its current expenses. We encourage the 
practical suggestion that each local church move toward this 
challenge by determining the percentage of current expenses 
represented by its present giving for Our Church's Wider Mis­
sion Basic Support, and then increasing it by at least one per­
centage point each year. 
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We believe that the Church of Jesus Christ is called to live out 
the vision of the reign of God and to provide examples in the 
world of the new world of grace. Therefore we urge the mem­
bers of the United Church of Christ to engage in dialogue 
about our stewardship of this task. We encourage the appro­
priate national instrumentalities to provide resources to assist 
in this dialogue. 

We encourage local congregations and appropriate national 
instrumentalities (named in the accompanying Proposal for 
Action) to call attention to and to create resources which assist 
in the development of customs and family rituals that rein­
force the Christian story and way of life. We urge families 
themselves to develop such customs and rituals, especially in 
regard to the Christmas season when the conflicting values of 
commercialism and Christian faith are especially evident. 

We encourage local congregations of the United Church of 
Christ to enlarge the stewardship of caring for "members of 
the household of faith" (Galatians 6:10). We understand this 
to include not only spiritual care but also care for the financial 
needs of members. Such care may well include budget and 
credit counseling. Congregational concern for personal ste­
wardship could involve discussion among members about 
such issues as ethical investment and the ethical management 
of business. 

We invite local congregations of the United Church of Christ 
to see themselves, in the words of Paul, as "working for the 
good of all" by systematically involving members in active 
ministries within the community and in the world. 

We ask the members of the United Church of Christ to seek 
solidarity with those whom we serve, "to actively seek out 
and openly listen to those who are the widow, the orphan 
and the sojourner of our day" (Seventeenth General Synod 
Pronouncement "Christian Faith: Economic Life and Justice," 
Statement of Christian Conviction). Today these include the 
homeless, the unemployed, those who live on meager or no 
incomes, and refugees. 

We further ask our members to seek more fully to understand 
and to apply the biblical standards of wholeness and right­
eousness, including that just sharing which is the result of 
righteousness. This is "the way that leads to peace." (Luke 
19:42, REB). 

17. PROPOSAL FOR ACTION "CHRISTIAN 
FAITH, PERSONAL STEWARDSHIP AND 
ECONOMIC SHARING" 

Ms. Hamelberg introduced Ms. JoAnn Bickford, who in­
structed the delegates where to look for the Proposal for Ac­
tion. She pointed out the changes that the committee had 
made. Ms. Hamelberg then moved that the delegates adopt 
the Proposal for Action on Christain Faith, Personal Steward­
ship and Economic Sharing. 

Mr. Henry Yordon (CT) moved to amend the Proposal for 
Action by adding an additional action (#8) to the end of the 
Proposal. The amendment was "We ask the instrumentalities 
to act upon the Resolution: "A Call For Spcially Responsible 
Investment" adopted at the 17th General Synod and report 
their action to the 19th General Synod." After a second to the 
motion, he spoke to the amendment. 

91-GS-51 VOTES: The Eighteenth General Synod adopts the 
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amendment to the Proposal for Action "Christian Faith, Per­
sonal Stewardship and Economic Sharing." 

91-GS-52 VOTED: The Eighteenth General Synod adopts the 
Proposal for Action "Christian Faith, Personal Stewardship 
and Economic Sharing,'' as amended. 

PROPOSAL FOR ACTION 
CHRISTIAN FAITH, PERSONAL STEWARDSHIP 

AND ECONOMIC SHARING 

SUMMARY 

This Proposal for Action focuses on the commitment of the 
United Church of Christ to stewardship and just sharing not 
only in economic institutions and structures but also in the 
life of the Church and in the daily lives of members. The 
Proposal for Action outlines approaches and specific actions 
by which all parts of the United Church of Christ (individuals 
and families, local churches, pastors, associations, confer­
ences, instrumentalities, seminaries, and health and human 
service institutions) may work for stewardship and economic 
justice. 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

This Proposal for Action is based on the Pronouncement 
"Christian Faith, Personal Stewardship, and Economic Shar­
ing." The pronouncement recognizes that if the United Church 
of Christ emphasizes economic justice in society (as it has 
done in adopting the pronouncement as well as in the Sev­
enteenth General Synod Pronouncement "Christian Faith: Ec­
onomic Life and Justice" and in many other resolutions and 
actions), then the Church should begin with its own house­
hold and within the lives and actions of member Christians. 

Because the Pronouncement "Christian Faith, Personal Ste­
wardship, and Economic Sharing" is particularly addressed 
to the "household of faith", that is, to our own household, it 
is especially important that the pronouncement be imple­
mented in deeds. These deeds should be implemented in the 
local church and in the broader councils of the Church, but 
especially in the lives of the families and individual members 
of the United Church of Christ. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

The Eighteenth General Synod requests that the Stewardship 
Council coordinate the implementation of this proposal for 
action. Where appropriate, it requests the Stewardship Coun­
cil to consult with other instrumentalities and bodies, such as 
the Commission for Racial Justice, the Commission on Devel­
opment, the Coordinating Center for Women, the Office for 
Church in Society, the Office for Church Life and Leadership, 
the Pension Boards, the United Church Board for Homeland 
Ministries, the United Church Board for World Ministries, with 
other appropriate bodies of the United Church of Christ, with 
other communions, and with appropriate ecumenical bodies. 

DIRECTIONAL STATEMENTS AND GOALS 

"Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and acts 
on them ... is like [someone] building a house, who dug 
deep and laid the foundations on rock.' " 

Luke 6:47-48a, REB 

"Suppose a fellow-Christian, whether man or woman, is in 
rags with not enough food for the day, and one of you says, 
Good-bye, keep warm, and have a good meal,' but does 
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nothing to supply their bodily needs, what good is that? So 
with faith; if it does not lead to action, it is by itself a lifeless 
thing." 

James 2:15-17, REB 

"So also, if you are not prepared to leave all your posses­
sions behind, you cannot be my disciples.' " 

Luke 14:33, REB 

COVENANT OF THE DELEGATES 

The delegates assembled at the Eighteenth General Synod of 
the United Church of Christ covenant with each other to cir­
culate the Pronouncement "Christian Faith, Personal Ste­
wardship, and Economic Sharing" in our own congregations, 
associations, and conferences. We also promise to work to­
ward the implementation of this proposal for action in our 
own personal lives, families, congregations, associations, and 
conferences. We will seek to study these documents and to 
understand how they may affect our own lives. 

CALL TO MEMBERS 

The Eighteenth General Synod calls the members of the United 
Church of Christ to faithful stewardship and just economic 
sharing. We suggest the following ways of doing this: 

1. Seek to understand more fully the meaning of stewardship 
and economic sharing by study of the Bible and of Christian 
faith, especially in relation to the issues of creation, own­
ership, money, power, partnership, sharing, giving, peace, 
righteousness, and economic justice. Through prayer, self­
examination, and dialogue with other church members, 
seek ways to live out these new insights in practice. Find 
others beyond your local church who have different back­
grounds and attitudes. Begin to understand their view­
points and their needs. Make an effort to get to know people 
of different racial, political, and economic backgrounds, in­
cluding those who have been victims of economic injustice. 

2. Examine your personal and family finances. Do systematic 
family budgeting based on responsible Christian decisions 
about the fair management of resources, balancing care for 
your family and household with prudent and faithful prep­
aration for the future, and with giving for the mission of 
the Church and the needs of others. Give consideration to 
the principles of "first fruits" giving and of proportional 
giving in response to God's blessings, in particular the goal 
of giving at least 10 per cent of annual income for the min­
istry and mission of the Church, and of moving toward this 
challenge by determining the percentage of your present 
giving and increasing it by at least one percentage point 
each year; 

3. Examine your personal and family lifestyle. Change your 
lifestyle where it needs to be simplified and become more 
consistent with a life based on trust in God rather than on 
trust in possessions and status. Teach your children and 
young people the values and actions of Christian steward­
ship and just economic sharing. This will include guiding 
them in the management of their personal resources. Call 
attention in your family or household to the conflicting 
values of consumerism and Christian discipleship, espe­
cially in regard to the techniques of television and other 
media advertising. Find ways of making the Christian her­
itage clear in the customs of your family or household. This 
may include emphasizing giving rather than getting and 
discovering ways of giving without letting others know of 
your gifts. 
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4. Look at your patterns of work and leisure. Evaluate your 
use of work and leisure, seeking health and wholeness in 
the light of God's will for our good and for our service to 
God and others. Consider God's gifts to you and your use 
of these gifts. Ask what it means to live a fulfilled life that 
is both grateful and responsible. 

5. Look at the ways you invest your resources and the impact 
those investments may have for peace, justice, and the 
wholeness of the environment. Look at the ethics of the 
way you do business in the light of Christian principles. 

6. Increase your actions in community, national, and global 
service. Cooperate in projects that improve and make more 
just and sharing the economic structures of our society. 
This may include both action to feed, clothe, house, and 
care for the victims of injustice and action to bring about 
social changes that help to remedy the causes of injustice. 

7. Seek to develop a lifestyle that finds happiness in fulfill­
ment and service rather than in the acquisition of new 
things. Seek to live in a way that is both environmentally 
responsible and provides resources for sharing with those 
in need. 

8. We ask the instrumentalities to act upon the Resolution "A 
Call For Socially Responsible Investment" adopted by the 
Seventeenth General Synod and report their action to the 
Nineteenth General Synod. 

CALL TO LOCAL CHURCH LEADERS 

The Eighteenth General Synod calls the leaders of local 
churches to support their members in study and action toward 
further development of a Christian stewardship lifestyle in the 
use and sharing of economic resources by: 

1. Providing opportunity, through worship, classes, study 
groups, and other means of teaching and of dialogue, for 
members to consider their Christian faith and personal ste­
wardship in the use and sharing of resources, including 
budgeting, investment, benevolent giving, and the conduct 
of business; 

2. Developing, creating, and sharing ecumenically resources 
for family and congregational customs which emphasize 
the Christian heritage and way of life as stewards; 

3. Recommending the study and practice of "first fruits" giv­
ing and of proportional giving for the support of the Church 
and its work of mission and service, including;the sugges­
tion that members accept the goal of giving at least ten per 
cent of their annual income for the work and mission of 
the Church, moving toward this goal by determining the 
percentage of income represented by that member's pres­
ent giving and then increasing it by at least one percentage 
point each year; 

4. Encouraging estate planning and the stewardship of ac­
cumulated assets through sound financial methods of gifts, 
bequests, and investment, and challenging the local church 
and its leadership to engage in the study of the most faith­
ful ways of using these assets without adversely affecting 
the call to obedient, individual giving. 

5. Reaffirming as congregations the General Synod goal of 
giving to Our Church's Wider Mission Basic Support an 
amount equal to at least twenty five per cent of current 
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local church expenses; moving toward this goal by deter­
mining the percentage of current expenses represented by 
the congregation's present giving to Our Church's Wider 
Mission Basic Support, and then increasing it by at least 
one percentage point each year. 

6. Providing budget and credit counseling as part of a broader 
pastoral concern for the spiritual and economic well-being 
of members; 

7. Surveying the community where the church is located and 
becoming acquainted with the church's neighbors, includ­
ing other congregations and faith communities; seeking out, 
as well as possible in the wider community, people of dif­
fering ethnic, social, and economic status, and arranging 
programs whereby members of the congregation may un­
derstand and engage with others in conversations on issues 
of economic justice. This may involve entering into paired 
relationships with other congregations. 

8. Enlisting all members systematically in areas of service to 
the community and world as well as in the nurturing and 
enabling tasks of the congregation; providing opportunities 
for members of the congregation to participate in networks 
and programs for justice, fairness, and sharing such as: 
Impact, Interfaith Action for Economic Justice, the Justice 
and Peace Network of the United Church of Christ, and 
the Network for Environmental and Economic Responsi­
bility, and service opportunities through the Board for 
Homeland Ministries and the Board for World Ministries. 

9. Examining the financial stewardship of the congregation, 
including its employment practices, and the use of the 
church's resources to further economic sharing and justice. 
Suggestions for such an examination are contained in the 
Proposal for Action "Christian Faith: Economic Life and 
Justice,'' adopted by Seventeenth General Synod, Section 
V, "Call to Local Churches," paragraph 3, "An Economic 
Audit of the Church", and in the Seventeenth General 
Synod Resolution '' A Call for Socially Responsible Invest­
ment." 

CALL TO PASTORS 

Aware of the crucial role pastors play in shaping the life and 
goals of local churches, the Eighteenth General Synod calls 
and encourages the pastors of the United Church of Christ to 
lead their congregations into proportional and just Christian 
stewardship life styles by: 

1. Giving specific attention to their own life and practice as 
stewards of their resources before God, including their ste­
wardship of giving, and to the power that money and pos­
sessions play in their own lives; 

2. Preaching and teaching on the themes of creation, own­
ership, stewardship, money, power, partnership, sharing, 
giving, economic justice, peace, righteousness, mission, 
service, the reign of God, and ethical standards for the 
conduct of business; 

3. Recognizing that the pastoral office includes concern both 
for the spiritual and material well-being of the congrega­
tion, 

4. Embracing in their pastoral care a concern for the economic 
well-being of parishioners, including their stewardship of 
financial resources; providing resources and referral for pa­
rishioners in need of budget and credit counseling; 
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5. Leading their congregations to institute programs of wills 
and estate planning and of planned giving, and setting 
examples of such programs in their own actions; 

6. Challenging their congregations in the examination of each 
congregation's financial stewardship, including its support 
of Our Church's Wider Mission Basic Support and Special 
Support, and its support of human service ministries; 

7. Becoming involved in service to their communities and 
leading their congregations in interfaith community in­
volvement and in ministries of service to the community, 
seeking to assure that every member's talents, interests, 
and commitments are fully enlisted in the work of mission. 

CALL TO UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST ASSOCIATIONS 
AND CONFERENCES 

The Eighteenth General Synod calls the associations and con­
ferences of the United Church of Christ to emphasize the im­
portance of a stewardship lifestyle which relates Christian faith 
to economic sharing through: 

1. Setting an example in the support of the mission programs 
of the associations and conferences and in support for the 
mission and work of the United Church of Christ through 
emphasis upon and increased giving toward Our Church's 
Wider Mission Basic Support; 

2. Highlighting the activities of the churches, associations, and 
conferences in ministry and mission to human need and 
for just and righteous sharing of resources; 

3. Providing workshops, retreats, and training programs in 
the areas of stewardship education, financial development, 
planned giving, spiritual growth, and just economic shar­
ing; 

CALL TO UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST INSTRUMENTAL­
ITIES, SEMINARIES, AND HEALTH AND HUMAN SERV­
ICE INSTITUTIONS 

The Eighteenth General Synod calls the instrumentalities, 
seminaries, and health and human service institutions related 
to the United Church of Christ to provide leadership in the 
development of personal Christian stewardship and economic 
sharing. 

1. We ask the Stewardship Council to continue to develop 
and promote study materials (including materials devel­
oped ecumenically, such as "Guidelines for Sharing" from 
the El Escorial Consultation) around the themes of Chris­
tian Faith, Personal Stewardship, and Economic Sharing 
for use in the local churches of the United Church of Christ. 

These materials should encourage wide conversation in the 
Church about the meaning of stewardship and economic 
sharing. We encourage the Stewardship Council to con­
tinue to develop materials in the areas of stewardship ed­
ucation, mission interpretation, and financial development 
in the support of the Church's mission, materials which 
are faithful to the biblical foundations of our Christian faith 
and which relate the appeal of the Church to Christian 
discipleship and a care for the needs of others. 

2. We ask the Stewardship Council to continue to develop 
and promote resources (including resources developed ec-

59 

umenically) for family budget development in the light of 
Christian faith, and to develop and promote resources 
prompting ethical decisions in relation to business actions 
and investments. These resources should include the train­
ing of leaders and teachers in these areas and the resourc­
ing of conference stewardship programs. 

3. We ask the Stewardship Council to coordinate its imple­
mentation of this proposal for action and of the Pronounce­
ment "Christian Faith, Personal Stewardship, and 
Economic Sharing" with the implementation of the Pro­
nouncement and Proposal for Action "Christian Faith: Ec­
onomic Life and Justice." 

4. We ask the appropriate United Church of Christ instru­
mentalities, including the Stewardship Council, the Board 
for World Ministries, the Board for Homeland Ministries, 
the Office for Church Life and Leadership, and the Coor­
dinating Center for Women to collect or develop and dis­
tribute study resources, curricula, worship, and devotional 
materials which encourage a Christian lifestyle in the light 
of Christian faith, personal stewardship, and the respon­
sibilities of just economic sharing. We especially encourage 
the development of curriculum and worship resources for 
all ages which contribute to the formation of Christian lives 
and values, understanding that Christians are called to live 
by a different standard. We also encourage the develop­
ment of devotional and study resources for all ages which 
deal with the themes of spiritual growth, simplicity of liv­
ing, the relationship of work and leisure, and the relation­
ship between the gifts we have received from God and the 
gifts we have to share. 

5. We encourage the work of the Commission on Develop­
ment in emphasizing the Christian commitment of accu­
mulated assets to the Church and other causes on the basis 
of faith in God and of just and charitable sharing. 

6. We ask the seminaries related to the United Church of 
Christ to include in their instruction courses in the theory 
and practice of stewardship, and in the meaning and use 
of money and possessions in relation to issues of sharing 
and justice and practical training in the envisioning, for­
mation, and implementation of local mission projects. We 
encourage the inclusion in programs of spiritual formation 
of practical disciplines regarding the use of money and pos­
sessions. 

7. We encourage the health and human service institutions 
related to the United Church of Christ in the inclusion in 
their programs of an emphasis upon the wise stewardship 
of life, health, and possessions in the light of Christian 
values. 

IMPLEMENTING BODY 

The Stewardship Council shall be the implementing body re­
sponsible to develop the strategy and program of the above 
directional statements and goals, in consultation with other 
appropriate bodies. 

Subject to the availability of funds. 

18. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RECESS 

Moderator Gosselink called on Ms. Bernice Powell who made 
the announcements. The Moderator then pronounced the 
General Synod in recess until Tuesday morning at 8:00 a.m. 
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