TUESDAY MORNING

7. RESOLUTION ‘“A CALL FOR SOCIALLY
RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT"!

Mr. Carrion then moved the adoption of the Resolution ‘A
Call for Socially Responsible Investment.”” There was no dis-
cussion and

89-GS-77 VOTED: The 17th General Synod adopts the Reso-
lution ‘“A Call for Socially Responsible Investment."’

A CALL FOR SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT

WHEREAS, the 16th General Synod of the United Church of
Christ meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1987 adopted a priority
of the Homeless Poor;

WHEREAS, the United Church of Christ in various ways has
declared itself a Just Peace Church;

WHEREAS, a significant part of the economic resources of the
United Church of Christ could be loaned to bring forth the
good fruit to rural and farm areas of our land and assist in the
continuation of family farms;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the 17th General Synod calls
for the creation of an investment policy to reflect our national
commitment to our stated priority of the Homeless Poor and
our claimed identity as a just peace church;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the 17th General Synod en-
courages the United Church of Christ national bodies, con-
ferences, associations and local churches to invest no less than
1 percent of their investment assets by 1990, with a goal of
adding 1 percent per year until reaching no less than 10 per-
cent with groups involved in homelessness and housing and
other social and economic development projects;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the 17th General Synod calls
upon the national bodies of the United Church of Christ to
report to each subsequent General Synod and their Boards of
Directors in Annual Reports their implementation of this res-
olution.

Financial Implications: Subject to the availability of funds.

8. RESOLUTION ““TO ENDORSE THE BOYCOTT
OF AMERICAN HOME PRODUCTS AND TO
MONITOR NESTLE, S.A.”

Mr. Carrion moved the recommendation of Committee 15 that
the 17th General Synod adopt the Resolution ““To Endorse the
Boycott of American Home Products and to Monitor Nestle,
S.A.”” There was no discussion.

89-GS-78 VOTED: The 17th General Synod adopts the Reso-
lution “‘To Endorse the Boycott of American Home Products
and to Monitor Nestle, S.A."”’

TO ENDORSE THE BOYCOTT OF AMERICAN HOME
PRODUCTS AND TO MONITOR NESTLE, S.A.

WHEREAS, in 1984, after a seven year boycott, Nestle, 5.A.
agreed to comply with the provisions of the World Health
Organization (WHO) Code for the Marketing of Breast-milk
Substitutes;

WHEREAS, American Home Products has also agreed to abide
by the WHO code;
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WHEREAS, in 1984 when the agreement was signed between
Nestle and the International Nestle Boycott Committee, it was
mutually recognized that there was not agreement on the
meaning of “‘have to be fed”’ in the sentence, ‘’Such supplies
should only be used for infants who have to be fed on breast-
milk substitutes,’’ of Article 6.6 of the WHO Code but a com-
mitment was made that when WHO developed a definition
of the questioned phrase, both parties would accept it;

WHEREAS, WHO has defined the phrase in question in the
April 10, 1986 document, ‘‘Guidelines concerning the main
health and socioeconomic circumstances in which infants have
to be fed on breast-milk substitutes,” and the 1986 World
Health Assembly Resolution 39.28;

WHEREAS, a boycott against Nestle and American Home
Products was initiated in October 1988 and endorsed by the
United Church Board for World Ministries in November 1988
because said companies refused to submit a plan for bringing
their practices concerning free and low-cost supplies into
agreement with the WHO Code as informed by these WHO
definitions;

WHEREAS, the prompt action and pressure by boycotting
United Church of Christ members and other boycotters has
significantly contributed to Nestle’s changing its policy;

WHEREAS, Nestle has submitted a plan for terminating its
practice of giving free or low-cost supplies to developing coun-
try health facilities, and

WHEREAS, American Home Products has not submitted such
a plan, has not committed itself to terminating free and low-
cost supplies policies, has not committed itself to following
the WHO definitions of, “"have to be fed.”

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the 17th General Synod,
United Church of Christ, requests that the United Church of
Christ Hunger Action Office closely monitor Nestle’s imple-
mentation of Nestle’s plan to terminate its practice of provid-
ing free or low-cost supplies to health facilities in developing
countries except in the ways permitted by the World Health
Organization (WHO) Code for the Marketing of Breast-milk
Substitutes (Article 6.6) as defined by the WHO document of
April 10, 1986 entitled, *'Guidelines for Determining Who has
to be Fed by Breast-milk Substitutes,”” provided that these do
not discourage breast feeding;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the 17th General Synod re-
quests the United Church of Christ Hunger Action Office to
present the results of its monitoring to the 18th General Synod,
with the understanding that in the interim, should it be de-
termined that Nestle is failing to expeditiously implement its
plan for terminating free and low-cost supplies or in other
ways is willfully violating the provision of the WHO Code,
the Hunger Action Office should request the United Church
of Christ Executive Council, acting ad interim for Synod, to
renew the boycott of Nestle;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the 17th General Synod of the
United Church of Christ endorses the boycott of American
Home Products until such time as it commits itself to the ter-
mination of its practice of providing free and low-cost supplies
and submits a plan for the implementation of that commit-
ment;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the 17th General Synod re-
quests the United Church of Christ Hunger Action Office to
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negotiate with American Home Products to achieve this com-
mitment and, when appropriate request the United Church
of Christ Executive Council or Synod to end this boycott and
to assume whatever monitoring is required, reporting to the
18th General Synod on progress achieved.

Financial Implications: Subject to the availability of funds.

9. REFERRAL OF RESOLUTION ““IN SUPPORT OF
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
DENOMINATION"

The Moderator introduced Mr. George Peters, Chairperson of
Committee 10, who reported the Committee’s recommenda-
tion to refer the Resolution *Support of the United Church of
Christ Denomination’” to the Stewardship Council. There was
no discussion.

89-GS-79 VOTED: The 17th General Synod refers the Reso-
lution “‘In Support of the United Church of Christ Denomi-
nation’’ to the Stewardship Council.

10. AFFIRMATION OF NATIONAL FEASIBILITY
STUDY REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS ON
GENERAL SYNOD SPECIAL FINANCIAL
CAMPAIGN

Mr. Peters moved the acceptance of the Affirmation of Na-
tional Feasibility Study Report Recommendations on General
Synod Special Financial Campaign.

A friendly amendment was made and accepted to change the
final paragraph to read as follows: ““The campaign operating
plan shall include a major educational component of regular
giving and support of Our Church’s Wider Mission in faithful
response to the call of God to be good stewards. The plan
shall be presented to the 18th General Synod.”” This amend-
ment was accepted by Mr. Peters.

Another amendment, to change the allocation in conferences
with less than 25,000 members, failed after some discussion.

89-GS-80 VOTED: The 17th General Synod approves ‘The
Affirmation of the National Feasibility Study Report Recom-
mendations on the General Synod Special Financial Cam-

paign.”’

THE AFFIRMATION OF THE NATIONAL FEASIBILITY
STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE
GENERAL SYNOD SPECIAL FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN

The 17th General Synod receives the national feasibility study
report and affirms the recommendations of the national ad-
visory group that the next General Synod Special Financial
Campaign seek monies for Instrumentalities, Commission for
Racial Justice, Council for American Indian Ministry, Council
for Health and Human Service Ministries and Conferences in
the following areas of need: Caring for community, Caring for
Church; and Caring for clergy.

Further, the 17th General Synod declares

that the Instrumentalities, Commission for Racial Justice,
Council for American Indian Ministry, Council for Health
and Human Service Ministries and the Conferences shall
participate in mutual determination of specific needs to be
addressed by the campaign, and
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that the General Synod Special Financial Campaign shall be
conducted across the United Church of Christ in the period
1992-1994, and

that the dollar goal be established at $30 million, consistent
with ““Guidelines for Special Financial Campaigns’’ (vote
85-3-EC-36). The total goal shall be allocated 2/3 to the In-
strumentalities, Commission for Racial Justice, Council for
American Indian Ministry, and the Council for Health and
Human Service Ministries, and 1/3 to the Conferences, and

that the finalized Case Statement and List of Needs be com-
pleted and forwarded to the 18th General Synod.

Further, the 17th General Synod directs the Stewardship
Council to proceed with the development and implementation
of the campaign operating plan reporting to each meeting of
the Executive Council. Professional counsel shall be utilized.
The campaign operating plan shall include a major educational
component of regular giving and support of OCWM in faithful
response to the call of God to be good stewards. The plan
shall be presented to the 18th General Synod.

11. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
RESOLUTION ““REAFFIRMING THE MIDDLE
EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AS A
PARTNER IN MISSION"’

The Moderator recognized Ms. Ruth Evans, Vice-Chairperson
of the Executive Council, to report. She drew the delegates’
attention to Advance Materials II, page 110, a Resolution ‘‘Re-
affirming the Middle East Council of Churches as a Partner in
Mission.”” She moved the adoption of this Resolution. There
was no discussion and

89-GS-81 VOTED: The 17th General Synod adopts the Reso-
lution ‘’Reaffirming the Middle East Council of Churches as
a Partner in Mission.”’

REAFFIRMING THE MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL
OF CHURCHES AS A PARTNER IN MISSION
WHEREAS, since its founding in 1974, the Middle East Coun-

cil of Churches has been the primary ecumenical partner of
the United Church of Christ in the Middle East;

WHEREAS, the Middle East Council of Churches represents
all of the Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox and Protestant
traditions in the part of the world which has been the birth-
place and continuing home of the Christian faith;

WHEREAS, the Middle East Council of Churches is a fellow-
ship of churches of the Middle East which confess Jesus Christ
according to the Scriptures, and therefore seek to fulfill to-
gether their common calling, to the glory of the one God;

WHEREAS, since 1988 the UCBWM has developed a ‘‘Part-
nership in Mission’’ relationship with the MECC, expressed
in common concerns for worship, prayers, refugee ministries
and actions to serve the goals of a just peace in the Middle
East, and

WHEREAS, the UCBWM voted at its 179th Annual Meeting
in November 1988 to commend the affirmation of this part-
nership to the 17th General Synod;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the 17th General Synod of
the United Church of Christ reaffirms the Middle East Council
of Churches as the United Church of Christ’s primary ecu-
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