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vine covenant with the Jewish people in the Church's theo
logical statements, its liturgical practices, its hymnody, its 
educational work, and its witness before the world. 

1. Calls upon those boards and instrumentalities responsible 
for the development of our educational materials to 

Examine and evaluate the image of Jews and Judaism pre
sented in curriculum for use in local churches, seminary 
Church History courses, and other literature which is used 
to promote greater understanding of our tradition through
out the United Church of Christ, and: 

On the basis of the evaluation to develop guidelines and 
educational resources for suggested use in the local church 
and seminaries to enable the literature to be representative 
of the understanding of Judaism and the Jewish people as 
a continuing witness in Covenant to God's presence in the 
world. 

2. Calls upon those boards, offices and instrumentalities re
sponsible for the development of literature relating to wor
ship in the United Church of Christ to examine the liturgical 
materials, and based on this evaluation to create guidelines 
which will reflect a sensitivity to the image of Jews and 
Judaism which is projected in our liturgical content. 

3. Calls upon the Office for Church in Society to coordinate 
the work of the established Inter-agency Task Force on Jew
ish-Christian Relations, the Jewish-Christian Dialogue Proj
ect in the United Church of Christ, and other groups within 
the United Church of Christ locally and regionally, and 
nationally who are presently engaged in dialogue with the 
Jewish community. 

4. Calls upon all local congregations, and regional judicatories 
of the United Church of Christ actively to engage in dia
logue with the Jewish community in order to establish re
lationships of trust and to participate in a joint witness 
against all injustice in our local communities and in the 
world. 

Financial Implications: As funds are available. 

19. RESOLUTION "THE ISRAELI-PALESTINE 
CONFLICT" 

Rev. Ruth Powell, Chairperson of Committee 25, expressed 
her appreciation for the work of the committee, and described 
their work of consolidation. She moved a new Resolution 
which was recommended by her committee and spoke to the 
motion which was discussed. After discussion, it was 

87-GS-86 VOTED: The Sixteenth General Synod adopts the 
Resolution "The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict." 

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
Biblical and Theological Foundations 

The United Church of Christ affirms the Biblical and Theolog
ical Foundations of the Just Peace Church Pronouncement of 
the Fifteenth General Synod: 

A Just Peace is grounded in the ministry of reconciliation. The 
Church is thus an alternative to those forces which divide, 
which perpetrate human enmity and injustice, which destroy. 
As Christians, we offer this conviction to the world: peace is 
possible. 

Resolution 

WHEREAS, the United Church of Christ long has been con
cerned with the self-determination of the Israeli and Palestin
ian peoples and has previously condemned "anti-Semitism in 
all its forms;" and 

WHEREAS, the United Church Board for World Ministries has 
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developed a study packet on the Middle East entitled "In 
Search of Reconciliation," and an OCIS - UCBWM Human 
Rights Fact-Finding group has produced a Report on Human 
Rights in Israel and the Occupied Territories; and 

WHEREAS, Christians, Muslims and Jews often hold dis
torted images of one another and treat one another with con
tempt or hatred to the point of violence and oppression, and 
as this has fostered hatred of Islam as in the Crusades and 
anti-Semitism as in the Holocaust; and 

WHEREAS, peace in the Middle East is essential for the future 
of Israel, for the Palestinians and the Arab states, and for the 
whole world; and 

WHEREAS, it is time to end the Arab-Israeli-Palestinian con
flict; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Sixteenth General Synod 
calls upon all congregations of the United Church of Christ to 
engage in study and action utilizing the United Church Board 
for World Ministries Middle East Study Packet "In Search of 
Reconciliation" and the "United Church of Christ Human 
Rights Study Tour Report;" and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Sixteenth General Synod 
requests that the United Church Board for World Ministries 
provide personnel and resources to our ecumenical partners 
and partner Christian denominations in this area as they con
tinue their ministries of reconciliation in the very shadow of 
the Cross; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Sixteenth General Synod of 
the United Church of Christ joins with the U.S. Interreligious 
Committee for Peace in the Middle East, an organization of 
Jewish, Christian and Muslim religious leaders, in affirming 
the following statement, entitled, "A Time for Peace in the 
Middle East;" and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Sixteenth General Synod of 
the United Church of Christ requests that the Office for Church 
and Society give careful attention to representing these con
cerns to the government of the United States. 

A Time for Peace in the Middle East 

(Statement Adopted June 11, 1987 at the National Meeting of 
the U.S. Interreligious Committee for Peace in the Middle East 
in Arlington, Virginia) 

Peace in the Middle East is essential for the future of Israel, 
for the Palestinians and Arab states, and for the whole world. 
But the promise of peace remains unfulfilled. There is daily 
suffering and danger of greater violence and another war if 
there is no peace. 

WE JEWS, CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS SAY - IN THE 
NAME OF GOD, COMPASSIONATE AND JUST - IT IS TIME 
FOR PEACE. We are motivated by our deepest religious con
victions. Working for peace is not optional: it is fundamental 
to our faith. 

It is time to end the Arab-Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It is time 
for all parties to stop terror and violence. Peace cannot be 
achieved by force. It can only be achieved by negotiations. IT 
IS TIME FOR PEACE. 

WE CALL UPON OUR OWN UNITED STATES GOVERN
MENT TO MAKE PEACE A PRIORITY and use diplomacy to 
promote negotiations for a just peace based on the following: 

ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO SECURE BORDERS AND PEACE WITH 
HER NEIGHBORS, as an expression of the Jewish people's 
right of self-determination. The principles embodied in U.N. 


