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societal and economic units, e.g., consolidated schools, 
town-centered churches, ever-growing farm units, intrusion 
of urban centered bureaucracies, both governmental and 
private, into rural communities, and preoccupation with ur
ban oriented mass communications-TV, radio, press. 

Among the problems facing many rural communities are: 
a. limited availablity of doctors, nurses, hospitals, and 

health care facilities; 
b. limited or inadequate schools and educatoinal 

facilities; 
c. limited or inadequate funding for welfare needs and 

lack of availability of welfare services; 
d. disciminatory practices against racial and ethnic 

minorities and women; 
e. antagonism and conflict between long time rural 

residents and newcomers to rural areas. 
Of special concern in several regions of the US are the 

large numbers of limited resource farmers-farm units with 
sales of less than $2500 per year-which constitute 35.3 
percent of the total farm units in the nation. These farm 
families suffer from serious neglect. Despite a mandate to 
concern itself with the needs and problems of these farmers 
through the Farmers Home Administration and the Rural 
Development Program, the US Department of Agriculture 
has shown a preoccupation with commercial farming. Not 
only has this discriminated against low-income farmers, but 
also it has added to discrimination against racial and ethnic 
minority groups who are found predominantly in the low in
come sector. 
Policy Statement 

Accordingly, the Twelfth General Synod supports efforts 
at all levels of the government and the private sector for 
community development, improvement of services, cultiva
tion of human resources and leadership development in 
communities of all sizes. General Synod recommends these 
policy positions to local churches, associations, conferences 
and national agencies of the Church. 

1. All forms of discrimination, public and private, 
should be terminated by: 
a. eliminating institutionalized discrimination 

. against rural communities; 
b. giving greater attention to the demands of justice 

in government policy, community programs, 
private business, associations, and organizations 
to eliminate all forms of social and economic 
discrimination against the poor, minority persons 
and women; 

c. giving continuing support to Native American 
Treaty Rights; e.g., land, water, mineral, hunt
ing, fishing rights. 

2. Rural residents should be encouraged and enabled 
to participate in and provide leadership for rural 
community organizations. Such efforts should be 
designated to overcome problems of distance and 
sparsity of population and to achieve more effective 
and equitable social, economic, and community 
services; e.g., housing, education, health, crime 
prevention, and services for the aging. 

3. Government designed programs of rural develop-
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ment to assist limited resource farmers should be 
established. These may be programs such as low 
cost supervised credit for farm enlargement and 
reorganization for those who choose to remain in 
farming and expansion of rural industries for the 
sake of those who seek to supplement or replace 
farm income with off-farm employment. 

4. The effective empowerment of local small town and 
rural congregations should receive continuing ma
jor attention by: 
a. urging national agencies, conferences, associa

tions, local churches and related seminaries and 
colleges to prepare community leadership from 
within rural congregations; 

b. requesting agencies of the United Church of 
Christ to provide appropriate training and sup
port for rural pastors and small churches. 

c. calling the churches of the United Church of 
Christ to work toward increasing member par
ticipation in structures and processes for plan
ning the future of rural communities. 

10. REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
PRONOUNCEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Moderator recognized Mrs. Euphemia Young (SE). 
Chairperson of the Committee on Human Rights for the 
report. Mrs. Young referred to the editorial changes and 
moved the adoption of the Pronouncement as revised. Mrs. 
Young spoke to the report and called on the Rev. James At
chison (FL), a member of the Committee, who also spoke to 
the report. There was discussion, and it was: 

79-GS-31 VOTED: The Twelfth General Synod adopts 
the Pronouncement on Human Rights as revised: 

THE PROUNCEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
The Eleventh General Synod in its Resolution on Human 

Rights directed the Office for Church In Society "to draft a 
major pronouncement on Human Rights for the Twelfth 
General Synod." The Office for Church In Society ap
pointed a national advisory committee, including represen
tatives from other national agencies, minority caucuses in 
the United Church of Christ, seminaries and ecumenical 
agencies, to aid it in carrying out this directive. 
I. The Core Problem 

Human Rights from the Christian Perspective 
Human Rights are the gift and demand of God. They 

have their source in what God has done and is doing in 
creation, in Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Spirit. In 
every age God calls upon people to proclaim the 
righteousness and justice in the world. God creates, recon
ciles and redeems everything that is. Thus human rights are 
universal demands. No person, no group, no society is ex
cused from recognizing the claim that other human beings 
must be treated justly and that societies must be ordered on 
the basis of freedom and equity. 

When the Church of Jesus Christ has faltered in proclaim
ing and enacting God's righteousness, other advocates of 
human rights have stood up throughout the world. They 
have pointed to a universal moral law to be implemented in 
all civil orders. Different societies have understood human 
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rights differently and have thus conferred civil rights in dif
ferent ways. Universal moral law confers human rights that 
are diversely implemented in the civil orders. Thus, civil 
rights are subject to legislative acts or political fiat. Human 
rights, however, are God given and are not alterable by per
sons, groups or regimes. All persons and all civil orders are 
under moral obligation to develop policies, programs and 
politics whfch recognize basic human rights. 

Human Rights Today 
In recent years human rights have become a world-wide 

concern. The attention stems in large part from increased 
understanding and recognition of human rights and increas
ed awareness of the widespread violation of human rights. 
We. witness in many locations a growing division between 
declaration and implementation, recognition and realiza
tion, codification and enforcement, rhetoric and establish
ment of human rights. There is a growing awareness that 
human rights are decisive not only for the quality of human 
life but also for the very existence of human life. 

We rejoice over what has been accomplished toward 
creating sound international legal standards since the signing 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, but 
we realize that legal standards alone, however universally 
declared, are not enough. When we raise the questions of 
human rights today we are also raising the question of the 
power to realize them and of the powers that prevent their 
realization. To be committed to human rights means to be 
committed to the transformation of those values which 
shore up inhuman systems and the transformation of those 
systems which spawn inhuman values. 

We further realize that standing up for human rights 
means becoming actively engaged in the struggle for human 
rights. We have to be willing to sense human misery in its 
various forms and to be able to suffer with the suffering of 
others. We have to refuse arguments which set out to ra
tionalize or justify human misery, especially when these 
causes stem from our own interests and lifestyles. In this way 
we announce that we are ready to enter into solidarity with 
all those who struggle for human rights by working for the 
liberation of persons. 

Today there are at least five dimensions of human life in 
which we hear the cries of those suffering from violations of 
human rights. 

(1) In many parts of the world people are crying out from 
political oppression and yearning for the recognition of their 
right to determine their own future through participation in 
the decision-making of the community. They are deman
ding recognition of the right to the integrity of their person 
which involves the right to life, dissent and freedom from 
torture. Under the concept of human rights no civil order 
may deprive persons or groups of their rights to conscience, 
to speech, and to assembly by employing reasons of "na
tional security," "true religion," or "political expediency." 

(2) We hear the cries of those suffering from economic 
exploitation and pleas for the right of human existence in the 
face of hunger, unemployment and unjust economic 
systems. Human beings are demanding the right to the basic 
necessities of life: food, shelter, clothing, humanly satisfying 
work with just remuneration, health care and personal 
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ownership of what is necessary to dignity and freedom. 
Both developed and developing societies are spawning 
economic values that determine the allocation of scarce 
resources in favor of the rich. While the right to property is 
essential to the well-being and the development of the 
human person, the principle of ownership can never justify 
accumulation of wealth by the few that produces poverty for 
the many. 

(3) People are crying out from cultural alienation and 
yearning for the right to maintain and enjoy their cultural 
identity. Persons suffering from racism, sexism, ageism and 
prejudice against the handicapped are demanding their right 
not to be humiliated by the cultural definition of others. In 
many societies today the most vulnerable people are 
prevented from claiming their names, their languages, their 
histories and their cultural identities by dominating cultural, 
political or social forms. People are calling out for a chance 
to contribute to the community and to develop their 
capacities for creativity. Human beings have a right to 
educational opportunity and to cultural forms which express 
their memories and their hopes. They have a right to the 
freedom to form and maintain families and to create mean
ingful relationships. 

(4) People are crying out together with all creation 
against the misuses and/or ignorances of technology which 
are destructive of the relationships between humanity and 
habitat. The partial realization of our technical utopias has 
created unimagined possibilities for freeing human beings 
from disease, hunger and pain, but it has also created horri
fying possibilities for the destruction of nature as well as 
the manipulation, repression and dehumanization of our 
own bodies. Because human beings are part of nature, a 
violation of the rights of nature is also a violation of human 
rights. Human rights entail a protection of natural resources 
and the environment for the sake of future generations. 

(5) People are crying out from despair and lack of mean
ing in their lives and yearning for the right to be in open rela
tionships with what they consider to be the source of life. Of 
primary importance in human rights is the freedom of 
religion. People have the right to the freedom of faith, the 
right to public worship and the expression of faith in 
teaching, criticism and practice. It is a human right to par
ticipate in communities of faith which are free to influence 
persons to righteousness and to exercise prophetic witness 
in society. The freedom to relate to what one believes to be 
the ultimate source of life should prevent the idolatry of 
society and self. 

All of these dimensions of oppression and human rights 
are interrelated and interdependent. It is quite possible in 
specific actions to focus on one or another dimension. 
Under God's righteousness, however, it is impossible to be 
concerned about human rights without committing oneself 
to rights in all of these dimensions. At the same time we con
centrate our efforts on specific problems, we must become 
engaged in relation to the total dimensionality and global 
context of human rights. There is today no single issue of 
human rights which is not ultimately global in character. 

We acknowledge that there are diverse traditions of 
human rights which stem from different histories. For exam-
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pie, in the Western industrial nations where the struggle has 
been to limit the powers of rulers, individual freedom has 
been given primary stress. In the Eastern socialist countries, 
on the other hand, where the principal struggle has been 
against poverty, economic welfare rights have been central. 
These concepts of human rights are not mutually exclusive 
but are complementary. Both, however, can be used to ex
ercise dominating political power to repress either individual 
or social rights. In some countries still dominated by hunger 
and poverty, the proper emphasis is on the right to existence 
itself. Because human rights questions are in fact global, the 
struggle for human rights must take all of the diverse 
perspectives into serious consideration. 

As Christians in the United States we affirm our history of 
struggle for democratic and civil rights of the individual. We 
may not give up the gains which have been made in this 
history or the valid emphasis on the rights of the individual 
and the community over against the state. Our task is to use 
this democratic tradition to spread civil and individual rights 
into the economic, cultural and natural dimensions. We 
commit ourselves to the best in our tradition. 

As Christians we also confess our own failures to achieve 
a society which fully protects the human rights of all of our 
citizens. We have been lacking in diligence and commitment 
to correct the systematic violations of human rights in some 
of our laws and institutions. We have been deaf to the 
anguished cries for help by those whose rights are violated 
because they hold unpopular views, pursue unconventional 
lifestyles, belong to powerless groups or are deprived of the 
resources with which to protect themselves. We confess that 
our lack of passion for human rights has led to economic 
crises, racial and sexual discrimination, food shortages, 
waste of resources, pollution of the environment, and in
adequate care of and community with the handicapped and 
the aged. We confess that we have sometimes used the con
cept of individual rights as a false ideology of individualism 
to justify the unjust distribution of the necessities of life. Our 
freedom from the constant struggle for the basic necessities 
of life has degenerated into a compulsive dependence on 
exaggerated, destructive patterns of consumption. We have 
tried to bolster our own economic situation by an unbridled 
search for markets and raw materials overseas and by 
massive arms sales and investments in support of regimes 
which use them to enhance their own privileges and 
systematically and grossly violate the human rights of their 
own citizens. 

II. Biblical and Theological Foundations of Human Rights 

Human Rights are grounded in God's act of creating, 
reconciling and redeeming the creation. This act is called 
God's righteousness and power to make God's creatures 
alive against the power of death. As creator of everything 
God has a claim upon everyone and everything in creation. 
God comes to human beings in the person of Christ to 
judge, to forgive, to restore, and to justify us, in other 
words, to make us alive in the power of God's life or to 
make us righteous in God's sight. Human rights are pro
mises and commands of God to make and keep God's 
creatures abundantly alive. Thus human rights are not 
grounded in static reality, in legal contracts, in the integrity 
of the individual or state, or in the nature of things. Rather 
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they are grounded in God's faithfulness to man. This rela
tionship of God to creation gives all human beings their in
alienable human right. 

This righteousness which God expresses in creation, 
reconcilation and redemption is the basis of God's covenant. 
Human rights are live and realizable in this covenant con
text. They are alive in actual historical relationships in which 
God accepts human beings and human beings accept, hope 
for and love each other. Rights must be not only declared 
and codified, but also must be cared for, nurtured and em
bodied in covenant relationships between persons, groups, 
nations and between human beings and nature. 

All human beings have equal human rights by virtue of 
their being created in the image of God. Because of God's 
claim upon all God's creatures human rights have to do with 
the basic answer-ability or responsibility of being a human 
creature. To be created in the image of God means to be 
called to be God's representative to the creation. It means to 
be called to care for God's whole creation according to 
God's intention. Therefore the fundamental human right 
which gives the human being his or her dignity is also an 
obligation: to serve and to help in the creation or the condi
tions for life in the whole creation. The fundamental human 
right is the right to be responsible to God. Human rights and 
human duties are two sides of the same coin. "My rights" is 
an abstraction and in reality nothing without the "rights of 
my neighbors," which constitute my duty. In view of God's 
claim upon God's human creatures, rights are given by God 
as the means for all human beings to fulfill their duties before 
God's righteousness. 

Thus human rights are what people need to order to fulfill 
their fundamental task of becoming a human person, that is, 
fulfilling their calling as the image of God. No person, 
organization or state has the right to violate the right and 
dignity of being human in another human being. To do so is 
a sin against God; it is an attempt to frustrate God's will for 
the life of God's creation. As a function of God's 
righteousness human rights shape history. They give struc
ture and form to human relationships that serve the systems 
of life as opposed to the systems of death. They are guides 
to and forms of the conditions of life. Where they are 
disregarded, there will be death. 

The conditions of life which God is seeking to create 
through God's own suffering love are freedom, justice, 
equality, peace and recognition of God's glory. These are 
the conditions under which human rights are realized. 
Human sin, the reality of evil in the world and the power of 
death are constantly working against God's creation and 
producing human suffering. Thus our work for human rights 
is grounded in God's new creation. God the Holy Spirit is 
making present the liberating power of the messianic mis
sion of Christ and the new creation of God's future. It is out 
of the righteousness which God is suffering to create in our 
midst that we struggle and work for the realization of human 
rights. 

In the struggle for human rights there is no way to avoid 
conflict between groups, especially between the rich and the 
poor, the powerful and powerless. The message of recon
ciliation as the Word of the Cross does not remove these 
conflicts. It does, however, seek to bring into the midst of 
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the conflicts the fundamental promise of the Gospel that the 
ultimate goal is the reconciled community within the one 
family of God. 

In the midst of the struggles we will affirm that the power 
of freedom comes through the free grace of God. God's in
volvement in the midst of the historical struggle is the reality 
which prevents despair from failures and overwhelming 
frustrations in attempts at realizing human rights. At the 
same time the presence of God's grace keeps us from a 
compulsive slavery to our self-justication through works. 

III. Call to Study and Action 
We have affirmed that our concern for human rights 

arises from God's grace and the call to be faithful par
ticipants in the care of creation and the realization of justice. 
In response we work in partnership with all persons and 
communities of good will to articulate, advocate and realize 
the rights of persons, particularly those without their own 
voice and power. 

Responding then to God's call, the Twelfth General 
Synod commits itself to the struggle for human rights and 

1. Calls upon all members of the United Church of Christ 
to study and reflect upon the biblical and theological 
basis for our commitment to human rights. 

2. Calls further on the members of the United Church of 
Christ to advance the cause of human rights through 
the social and political processes available to them in 
their vocations as citizens at work in the world. 

3. Urges that our churches, church-related agencies, 
associations, conferences and national agencies be 
sensitive to the human rights of persons within our 
own church institutions and their spheres of influence 
and, where there are violations, to seek to remedy 
them. 

4. Calls upon churches, church-related agencies, 
associations, conferences and national agencies of the 
United Church to devote personnel and financial 
resources to denominational and ecumenical human 
rights programs that will enable the United Church of 
Christ to: 
-seek ratification of the Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights, the Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and other Human Rights Con
ventions approved by the United Nations and sub
mitted by the President of the United States to the 
U.S. Senate for ratification. 

-affirm the protection of human life, condemn the 
needless loss of life, including murder and the 
judicial death penalty, and encourage the continu
ing study of the difficult ethical questons in any 
deliberate termination of life. 

-participate in the corporate social responsibility 
movement to exert pressure on business corpora
tions and government agencies, through a range of 
shareholder actions and recommendations to public 
officials, to end U.S. economic complicity in the 
human rights'violations of repressive governments; 

-be aware of new developments in the continuing 
struggle for human rights and to respond ap-
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propriately, with special attention given to the rights 
of future generations in relation to the government; 

-participate in ecumenical bodies, coalitions, 
movements and other organizations which work in 
behalf of human rights through the world in terms 
consonant with this Pronouncement; 

-bring strategically important aid to victims of human 
rights violations through its own services agencies 
and through various ecumenical assistance pro
grams; 

-request an agency of the Church to develop a 
course on human rights for congregations; and 

-encourage the closely related seminaries to reflect 
this pronouncement in their total curricular 
endeavor. 

5. Requests specifically that the United Church Board for 
Homeland Ministries, the United Church Board for 
World Ministries, the Commission for Racial Justice 
and the Office for Church In Society continue to give 
priority attention to human rights in their mission pro
gramming. 

6. Commends to the churches, church-related agencies, 
associations, conferences and national agencies of the 
United Church of Christ, the study and consideration 
of the Petition on Human Rights Violations in the 
United States to the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights and Sub-Commisison on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, submitted 
by the Commission for Racial Justice of the UCC and 
others. 

Call to the Nation 
In accepting its own responsibility for participation in the 

struggle for human rights and recognizing the responsibility 
of the people of our nation to become concerned with these 
critical dimensions of the human rights efforts, the Twelfth 
General Synod: 

1. Calls upon the people of our nation to press our 
governmental bodies..:__municipal, state and federal
to address more vigorously the continuing problems of 
social, economic and judicial injustice in our own 
country, affirming the rights of all people to earn a liv
ing, correcting those conditions which prevent full 
equality of opportunity or deny the reality of equal 
treatment before the law. 

2. Calls upon the people of our nation to insist that our 
federal government 
a) phase out systematically all existing involvements in 

the support of foreign governments that objective 
international investigations have found guilty of 
gross and systematic violation of the human rights 
of their own citizens; 

b) assume its special responsibility for the defense of 
human rights in dictatorial countries deemed of 
strategic importance to our military and economic 
security; 

c) end both military and economic assistance, and 
especially programs of intelligence and police train
ing, wherever the regimes in power practice tor
ture, arbitrary detention, and the systematic denial 
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of freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly and 
of petition for the redress of grievances, including 
the right of workers to organize for collective 
bargaining and to resort when necessary to work 
stoppages in their quest for fair compensation and 
working conditions. 

3. Calls upon the people of our nation to pursue the ef
forts to seek ratification of the multilateral United Na
tions human rights treaties which have been approved 
by the United Nations, signed by the President of the 
United States, and submitted to the U.S. Senate for 
ratification. 

4. Calls upon the people of our nation to urge the Presi
dent of the Untied States to sign the United Nations 
Optional Protocol on Civil and Political Rights 
(provides procedures for petition by individuals) and 
submit it to the U.S. Senate for ratification. 

The Twelfth General Synod of the United Church of 
Christ requests the President of the Church to communicate 
this Pronouncement to the President and the Congress of 
the United States, the Secretary-General of the United Na
tions, and the National and World Councils of Churches 
and their respective member communions. 

11. RESOLUTION ON GASOLINE SHORTAGES 
AND POTENTIAL VIOLENCE 

The Moderator recognized the Rev. H. Daehler Hayes 

(PSE) on a point of personal privilege who moved to sus
pend the Standing Rules to allow the introduction of a 
Resolution on Gasoline Shortages and Potential Violence. 
The Moderator declared that when the motion was put to a 
vote it lost. A division of the house was called for and the 
Moderator declared the motion lost on a count of 243 Yes 
and 316 No votes. 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Secretary Evans gave the announcements. 

13. MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR 
ARTHUR DOUGLAS GRAY 

The Moderator indicated that following the service of wor
ship the General Synod would be in recess until 1:30 P.M. 
Chaplain Kenneth B. Smith was recognized and led the 
General Synod in a Memorial Service celebrating .the life 
and ministry of the Rev. Arthur Douglas Gray. Participating 
in the service were Secretary Joseph H. Evans, Mr. An
drew Miller, Deacon, Park Manor Church, Chicago, Ill., the 
Rev. Fred G. Traut, Chicago Metropolitan Association Min
ister, the Rev. Reuben A. Sheares, Director, Office for 
Church Life and Leadership, the Rev. Charles E. Cobb, Ex
ecutive Director, Commisison for Racial Justice, President 
Avery D. Post, the Rev. W. Sterling Cary, Conference 
Minister, Illinois Conference, Moderator Milton Hurst, and 
the Rev. Clyde H. Miller, President, Boston City Missionary 
Society. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 25 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND WORSHIP 
The General Synod was called to order at 1:30 P.M. by 

Moderator Milton Hurst. 
Mr. Hurst called on the Rev. Frank Chong (HI) who led 

the Synod in worship assisted by Ms. Pamela Odo-Goto and 
Mr. Dave Seid. The Rev. Joe King gave the closing prayer. 

2. BIBLE STUDY 
The Moderator recognized Dr. Walter Brueggemann to 

lead the General Synod in a period of Bible Study. Dr. 
Brueggemann referred the delegates to the Bible Studies, 
number 9, page 23 which had been mailed to the delegates 
in the first General Synod mailing, and to I Corinthians 
14:1-12 which deals with the subject of speaking in tongues. 
Dr. Brueggemann read the scripture and reflected on its 
meaning and concluded with the singing of "O for a Thou
sand Tongues to Sing." 

3. RESOLUTION ON THE DEATH PENALTY 
The Moderator reminded the General Synod that in the 

morning session an Order of the Day had been established 
for this time to consider a resolution on the Death Penalty.· 
He recognized the Rev. John McFadden (CAC), Chairper
son of Section B. Mr. McFadden referred to the documents 
relating to the death penalty issue and moved the adoption 
of the Resolution on the Death Penalty as submitted by Sec
tion B. He requested that the Rev. Lawrence Reimer (FL) 
be recognized to speak to the resolution on behalf of Section 
B. Mr. Reimer spoke about the resolution indicating the pro
cess by which it had been developed to its present form. 
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Ms. Debbie Farrall (NE) was recognized and moved to 
amend the resolution by deleting the words "its brother-in
Christ and United Church of Christ member, Robert 
Graham, Governor of Florida" from the first "Be It Resolv
ed" sentence and substituting the words "the Governor of 
Florida and other appropriate authorities"; in the second 
"Be It Resolved" sentence, following the words "com
municate directly with," to delete the word "the" and insert 
the words "our brother in Christ and United Church of 
Christ member, Robert Graham,"; to substitute the word 
"our" for "its" in the third line of the sentence; and the last 
section in the last sentence to delete the words "our brother
in-Christ, Robert Graham and our brothers and sisters on 
death row in hopes we may end further legalized killing" and 
substitute the words "our brothers and sisters on death row 
and those who enact and enforce the laws which legalize 
killing." It was agreed to include this amendment in the 
resolution. There was discussion, and it was 

79-GS-32 VOTED: The Twelfth General Synod adopts 
the Resolution on the Death Penalty as amended: 

RESOLUTION ON THE DEATH PENALTY 
WHEREAS the Seventh, Ninth and Eleventh General 

Synods of the United Church of Christ have declared 
their opposition to the death penalty as a means of 
restorative justice; and 

WHEREAS such opposition is based on our understanding 
of the Christian Faith and the New Testament call to 
redemptive love, mercy, and sanctity of life; and 
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