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IV. IMPLICATIONS

The mandating of this four year program as a continuing
top priority will encourage the entire United Church of
Christ to continue and intensify their efforts of combating
the short term effects of hunger and seeking the elimination
of its root causes. The full implementation of this program
would leave no expression of the UCC’s life untouched.
Each church would have persons designated to help focus
that church’s response to world hunger. Institutional styles
of Conferences, national agencies and General Synod
would be modified releasing additional resources for use in
meeting human hunger.

The allocation of UCC hunger funds and personnel
would increasingly be directed towards attacking the root
causes of hunger including over-population, insufficient
food production in developing countries, concentrated
land ownership, political domination by the few to benefit
the few, poor stewardship of resources. Based on continu-
ing study and theological reflection, United Church of
Christ members, individually and collectively, would sub-
stantially increase their giving to hunger programs and
exercise their responsibility as citizens to get our govern-
ment to enact and implement policies contributing to the
elimination of domestic and world hunger.

This action implies that the UCC has a continuing minis-
try on behalf of the poor and the hungry of our world. The
concentrated focus on hunger embodied in this program is
to continue until the end of 1979 at which time a decision
will be made as to how best the UCC can continue this
imperative Christian witness.

V. RESOURCES

The fight against hunger is of such magnitude that no
top limit can be placed on the allocation of our church’s
resources. In 1976 over $2.5 million and the equivalent of
14 full-time national staff were at work against hunger.
There are also numerous local church Association and
Conference task forces on hunger. These involved un-
known funds and considerable numbers of volunteer and
staff hours.

The coordination of this program, the tasks mandated
by General Synod and participation in ecumenical pro-
grams require at least $100,000 annually from the Hunger
Action Fund. To effectively implement the goals and ob-
jectives voted by the 10th General Synod, there will need
to be significant increases in the amounts allocated to
hunger by Conferences, Associations, local churches,
members and national agencies.

VI. RESPONSIBILITY

Given the responsibility for coordinating this program
on World Hunger, the United Church Board for World
Ministries has implemented this through the UCC World
Hunger Working Group with the advice of an 18 member
UCC Advisory Commission on World Hunger. The Execu-
tive Council has and will continue to receive progress
reports at each of its meetings, approve budgets and other
allocations from the Hunger Action Fund and is to present
an evaluative report with recommendations for the future
of the program to the 12th General Synod.

43

Vil. ACTION

We affirm the wisdom of G.S. 10 in their adoption of the
Pronouncement entitled, “The UCC Confronts the World
Food Crisis.”

We receive the report of the World Hunger Working
Group and direct that the report be recorded in the
minutes.

We rejoice in the positive response initiated at all levels

of the Church:

a) the Instrumentalities have allocated funds and
personnel ;
the Conferences and Associations have established
committees to lay strategy both for national and
international response and local church involve-
ment;
local congregations have begun to study, to give
sacrificially, and to address the difficult task of life
style modification.

Recognizing that world hunger is an ongoing critical
problem calling for major long-term commitment by the

UCC, G.5. 11:

1. Urges the Executive Council and Instrumentalities
to continue their coordination and implementation
of the ongoing program of action within the guide-
lines established by G.S. 10, including promotion
of the Hunger Action Fund;

Further urges local churches, Associations, and
Conferences to continue to include this issue as a
major concern in their consideration and efforts;

Anticipates the receipt by G.S. 12 of an evaluative
report by the Executive Council of the four year
program (1975-1979) together with its recommen-
dations regarding future directions for the UCC in
this vital area of need.

b)

c)

1I.

1I.

AN ISSUE PAPER ON GLOBAL CONCERNS
AND WORLD NEEDS FOR THE

ELEVENTH GENERAL SYNOD
Ms. Kear was recognized by the Moderator and moved
the adoption of the “Issue Paper on Global Concerns and
World Needs” as amended by Division D. She referred the
delegates to the Advance Material, Section II, page 93 and
the printed materials distributed. Division D amended the
“Issue Paper on Global Concerns and World Needs” as fol-
lows by replacing the “Recommended Action by General
Synod Eleven” section.

The motion was seconded and there was discussion. Ms.
Kear called on Steven Aldrich to speak in behalf of Divi-
sion D in support of this issue and to indicate the changes
made by the Division on the original proposal.

The discussion was brought to a close and it was

77-GS-42 VOTED: The Eleventh General Synod adopts
the “Issue Paper on Global Concerns and World Needs” as
amended.

An Issue Paper on Global Concerns and World Needs

Summary
There is growing readiness within the United Church of
Christ to see our life and our priorities as a denomination

7.
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in global perspective and with sensitivity to world needs.
A many-faceted program will be required to provide this
readiness with practical and productive channels of expres-
sion. Theological and factual understanding, study and
reflection, communication and interpretation, first-hand
experiences, action on a wide range of issues and pro-
grams, world-wide linkages of persons and resources,
some budgetary reassessments, all will be a necessary part.

Background

Previous General Synods have considered the calling of
the United Church of Christ to an authentic world perspec-
tive. They have said that a sense of universal Christian and
human belonging will give depth and range to members’
understanding of mission and enrich their expressions of
stewardship. The Executive Council has acknowledged the
special importance of a world perspective during our time
of widespread economic crisis, hunger and political up-
heaval, and has recommended that all programs be devel-
oped and implemented with such a vision.

Global concern was specially lifted up in the priority
given by the Tenth General Synod to a hunger action pro-
gram related to the world food crisis. Every sector of the
church has been engaged in this priority, with national in-
strumentalities and conferences collaborating through a
World Hunger Working Group linked with wider ecumen-
ical efforts. Most of the other priorities of the 1975 General
Synod have also been tackled with some measure of global
concern, including Women in Church and Society, Chris-
tian Education, Evangelism and Christian Life Style and
Ecology. In connection with Racial and Economic Justice,
concerns for the international economic order, and partic-
ularly the social impact of transnational business, have
been stressed. In the efforts for Criminal Justice and Penal
Reform the implementation of human rights internation-
ally has been of high concern.

Beyond the official Priority programs there are instances
of global engagement by many sectors of the United
Church of Christ. The Commission for Racial Justice has
taken up concerns for Africa, and the United Church
Board for Homeland Ministries the many issues of world
peace and U.S. power. The Office for Church in Society
has worked vigorously on a series of international issues,
and several state conferences have developed overseas-
focused programs in cooperation with United Church
Board for World Ministries.

Yet in the life and action of our churches overall the rec-
ognition of world needs and global concerns has been far
from adequate. In the decade from 1965 to 1975 the total
expenditures of our denomination on all levels increased
nearly 35%, and total mission giving by about the same
percentage. But because of the claims of new domestic mis-
sion programs, expenditures for ministries outside the
United States rose only at one-fifth that rate, about 7%.
Even that modest gain was achieved through designations
for One Great Hour of Sharing and other international
causes, while basic support for mission beyond the United
States declined very substantially. Surveys have docu-
mented a pervasive tendency in U.S. society toward local-
ism and self-concern, whether in news coverage, emphasis

on community rather than national concerns or in popular
forms of piety.

Experience indicates that people respond best to global
concerns and world needs when they are presented in con-
crete terms and specific instances, when there are fairly
direct channels for making response and where action that
makes a practical difference is proposed. Such characteris-
tics are built into the proposals which follow.

Implications of a Serious Response to
Global Concerns and World Needs

Without attempting to spell out all the ways in which the
United Church of Christ might move toward an increasing-
ly adequate global perspective and program, the following
are important starting points.

1. QOverseas Personnel. The drastic attrition in our
presence overseas {from 598 missionaries in 1964 to 187 in
1976) needs to be reversed. These personal links with the
global society are essential, not only for what they do
overseas but for their ministries among U.S. churches
upon their return or during furloughs.

2. Missioners to America. More Christians from partner
churches and indigeonous mission programs around the
world are needed among us. They personalize the reality of
global community, fertilize our thinking and feeling with
surprising insights, and reveal to us the impact of U.S.
power and life-style on the rest of the world.

3. First-hand Experience of World Needs and Issues.
United Church of Christ lay people and youth, ministers
and other leaders, need encouragement and assistance in
developing arrangements for overseas travel, residence,
study or work as they explore for themselves the meaning
of Christian discipleship in an interdependent planetary
society. Pastors should consider one or more terms of ser-
vice in ministry to an English-language congregation
overseas as part of their career plan. Sabbaticals can prof-
itably be invested in experiences overseas.

4, Education. The many media and means by which our
people are educated in the meaning of discipleship can and
should be rich in global concern and information on global
needs. Church school curricula and worship, programs for
youth and the elderly, Sunday bulletins and A.D. Maga-
zine, parish and conference newsletters, preaching, new
forms of liturgy — these are among the principal elements
of the educational complex which shapes our people’s con-
ception of their role as Christians in the world. For all these
deliberately to draw on the resources provided by world
ministries and the ecumenical movement could bring new
relevance and authenticity to our Christian existence.

5. Faith Understandings. In theological explorations
beginning in our seminaries and extending to every local
parish through such activities as the Faith Explorations of
the Office for Church Life and Leadership we must find a
broadening frame of reference. In dialogues with Marxism,
other living faiths, the ecological consciousness and the
liberation movements of our time, relevant theological
pioneering by the specialists and understandings by all
Christians will be enriched.

6. Evangelism/Church Extension Among Immigranté.
Millions of new persons are being added to the ethnic
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communities of the U.S. These Hispanic, Korean, Filipino,
Samoan, Chinese and other populations are a great oppor-
tunity and challenge for homeland mission and provide
significant linkage with overseas mission. We should give
high priority to church extension and helping ministries
with these persons, and also take full advantage of the spe-
cial gifts they bring to U.S. society and church and to our
understanding of issues in their homelands.

Recommendations

1. Resources needed. The first need is to recognize the
importance of a global perspective and to apply it in all the
work of congregations, educational institutions, con-
ferences and instrumentalities. Significant budgetary rec-
ognition is needed to maintain United Church of Christ
presence overseas and for the strengthening of mission to
America from sister churches. Enlarging evangelism
among new ethnic communities likewise requires addi-
tional funding.

2. Responsibility. All sectors of the church will have to
have a vision of global concerns and world needs if effec-
tive response is to be made our communication organs
bear heavy responsibility for this, as does the Stewardship
Council. Within a collaborative style the United Church
Board for World Ministries may provide essential data,
experience and channels for expression for this concern.
The United Church Board for Homeland Ministries should
lead in evangelism among immigrant communities. Other
instrumentalities will continue to relate in significant ways
to these concerns.

“RESOLVED, That the Eleventh General Synod:

—affirms the global concerns of the United Church of
Christ;

—rejoices in the continuing impact of our overseas min-
istries upon a changing world;

—recognizes the basic programs of the UCBWM as the
foundation for United Church world outreach; and
—strongly supports our overseas program as an essen-

tial part of our mission for Jesus Christ.
RESOLVED, That the General Synod:

—affirms the issue paper on Global Concerns and World
Needs and,

—commends this global perspective to all members and
sectors of the United Church of Christ and requests all
appropriate organs of the Church:

1. to maintain and increase the international ex-
change of persons in mission, with proper budget
support ;

2. to encourage and assist first-hand experience of
world needs and concerns by all our people;

3. to increase the global dimensions in all educational
and communications work, and in theological and
faith exploration;

4. to increase efforts in evangelism and church
extension among immigrant communities;
5. to foster better stewardship in support of all these

efforts.”
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8. REPORT ON CHRISTIAN LIFE STYLE AND ECOLOGY

Ms. Kear was recognized by the Moderator, referred the
delegates to the Advance Materials, Section II, page 87,
and moved the adoption of the “Report on Christian Life
Style and Ecology’’ as amended by Division D.

The motion was seconded and there was some discus-
sion. Jean True spoke in behalf of the Division to this issue.
Discussion was brought to a close and it was

77-GS-43 VOTED: The Eleventh General Synod adopts
the “Report on Christian Life Style and Ecology” as
amended.

Report on Christian Life Style and Ecology

The impact of industrialization upon the biosphere and
natural resources has produced an ecological crisis. A par-
ticularly sensitive index by which to measure our life styles
against both the depletion of resources and the pollution of
the environment, is the production and consumption of
energy, which in the United States is around an equivalent
of 12,000 kilograms of coal per person annually compared
to 300 kilograms in many parts of the world. We burn fuel
and pollute at a rate 40 times greater than many of our
neighbors in poor nations; and that is a statistic that raises
many serious questions about global justice. Left to itself,
society and the international economic order will continue
to move in the direction of greater imbalance, heightened
tensions, and even social breakdown.

Today we face an energy dilemma. Despite enormous ef-
forts, few solutions are in sight. In order to reduce our
dependence upon foreign crude oil, we are exploiting oil in
Alaska and the outer continental shelf, and also relying
more and more upon coal and nuclear power to generate
electricity. Strip mining is being accelerated not only in
Appalachia and sections of the midwest (where it has
already caused enormous social and environmental dam-
age), it is being extended to the Northern Plains states in
arid areas with very thin top soil. The nuclear power pro-
gram (although behind its original schedule) is being
vigorously promoted today, even though many critics feel
that the technical and environmental problems have yet to
be solved. The prospect of increasing the United States’
reliance upon foreign crude oil seems less and less desirable
after the Arab oil embargo in 1973-74. The political and
economic vulnerability of such dependency is obvious.
Most of the activity of the federal government and private
energy firms has focused entirely too much on increasing
the energy supply, and not enough on decreasing the
energy demand through judicious energy conservation and
energy efficiency measures.

The limits of energy supplies remind us theologically of
our finitude. We are finite creatures standing in a finite
physical world before an infinite God.

We should also understand the judgment of God on our
profligate use of precious resources. In assessing the energy
issue we should be guided by certain concerns or values
that belong to our faith as Christians: the stewardship of
creation, distributive justice, and solidarity in the human
community. In the response of faith to the grace of God,
we experience both the freedom and the necessity to accept
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