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12. Recommendations of the Report Committee on
Pronouncements as Finally Adopted

The report of the Committee on Pronouncements was presented by the
Rev. Mr. Harold F. Dobstaff. The report committee considered two sug-
gested pronouncements. The first was “A Proposed Pronouncement on
Justice and International Development: A Manifesto for American Action
in the Struggle Against World Poverty” as found on pages 226 to 229 of
Advance Reports.

The second was “A Proposed Pronouncement on Selective Conscien-
tious Objection.”

The two pronouncements as recommended and adopted follow:

A Pronouncement on Justice and International Development:
A Manifesto for American Action in the
Struggle Against World Poverty

The moment has come for a renewal of American commitment to inter-
national development. Public indifference and governmental retreat must
be overcome. New attitudes, new policies, and new actions are required.

The poverty of two-thirds of the human family is the starkest economic
fact of our time. It is more than a material condition: it is a moral outrage.
The sufferings and the degradation of the poor have been made intolerable
in our generation, The nations together now possess the technological
capacity to lift the burden of poverty from the backs of every people. Every-
where poverty has become a seedbed of social and political revolution.

Believers in a prophetic religious faith must discern the will of the God
of justice who is Himself active in the very midst of the revoultions of the
disinherited. As the gap between the rich nations and the poor nations
tragically expands, the imperatives of that faith cry for justice and for com-
passion. These imperatives are not merely inner attitudes. They call for
action, They confront the United States with special force because it is of
all nations the richest and the most powerful. This nation has done much
to develop the science and technology which provide the promise of triumph
over world poverty, and which has persuaded us to launch a War on Pov-
erty at home. But our very affluence tends to muffle the cries of human
need and to stifle our response to them,

We in the richer nations are failing to fulfill our obligations to the two
billion children of God who are poor, our brothers and sisters who bear His
image and are beloved of Him as much as any one of us. We are failing
morally and we are failing politically. The policies of the United States
government reflect this failure. As the costs of international development
have mounted, the Executive has proposed and the Congress has voted suc-
cessive decreases in the American contribution. During the Marshall Plan
(1948-53) the United States gave two per cent of its gross national product
as economic grants for European reconstruction. By contrast the United
States in 1967 was providing only 0.3 per cent to all of Asia, Africa, and
Latin America primarily for loans rather than grants, It is true that aid to
Europe and economic and technical assistance to the devoloping nations
have called forth unprecedented funds from the United States government
and have made substantial contributions to human welfare. Yet it is also
true that disillusionment and apathy have overtaken United States develop-
ment policy at the very time that the wisdom of experience is ripening, the
fruits of scientific study are becoming genuinely significant, and the oppor-
tunities for acceleration in development are rising. It is particularly un-
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fortunate that the shrinking of American vision and support comes at a
time when bitterness and despair are growing in the poorer nations.

The inadequacies of United States development policy are not only finan-
cial. There is a failure to come to terms with nationalism and with the ideo-
logical and political variations of fundamentally nationalist revolutions.
There is a failure to understand development problems from the inside out—
as the leaders and peoples of developing nations themselves must face those
problems. There is a failure to get beyond the donor’s preoccupation with
dollars and with “American know-how” to the nurturing of indigenous lead-
ership and institutions upon which authentic national development must
depend. There is a failure to forge those structures of international trade
and of multilateral development strategy and decision-making which are
responsive to the realities of power which the poorer nations confront.

The churches of America are called by the God of justice whom they
worship to become wholeheartedly involved in the struggle against world
poverty. The churches bear special witness to the claims of justice. They
testily to the meaning of sacrifice. They know that repentance and recon-
struction are the active agents of reconciliation. Their social witness and
their world-wide ministries are summoned to a determined effort to expand
the American contribution to international development and to strengthen
the processes of international cooperation between the richer nations and
the poorer nations.

The churches can do much to arouse the American public and to inspire
an effective new contituency on the issues of world poverty. Yet the
churches must not act alone. They must work together in the fullest possible
ecumenical fellowship. They must join their efforts with those of govern-
menta] leaders, business, labor, and farm groups, citizens’ organizations,
foundations and universities. And they must work in company with re-
ligious leaders and others from the developing nations in order that they
may think and act from an authentically international perspective.

It is not generosity or sacrifice alone which impels us to speak to the issues
of world poverty. The interdependence of national economies is now so far
advanced that the prosperity of every nation is fatefully tied to that of every
other nation. The development of the new nations is as necessary for
Americans as it is for them. The peace of the world is also at stake. Al-
though peace cannot be secured without a rule of law, no rule of law can
succeed unless it is established upon foundations of political and economic
justice.

We pledge our support to the following policy priorities which we com-
mend to the United States government and to the American public. We be-
lieve that these priorities reflect critically important claims of justice in the
present relationships between the people of the United States and the peo-
ples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

Policy Priorities for International Development

1. Apeguate Amp: allocation of at least one per cent of the GNP (gross
national product) for governmental development assistance and a total
public and private allocation of at least two per cent of the GNP,

2. INCREASINGLY MULTILATERAL: channeling of a larger proportion of
development assistance through the United Nations and other multilateral
agencies such as regional development institutions.

3. Less BurpENsoME TERMS: an increase in the proportion of grants and
low-interest and interest-free loans in the distribution of United States
development funds.
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4. Long-TErM PranniNg: Congressional authorization of long-term as-
sistance for periods of up to five years in order to facilitate development
planning.

5. ELIMINATION OF “BUv-AMERICAN” REQUIREMENTS: removal of pur-
chase restrictions which prevent more economical procurement in other
countries and which hinder industrial progress in the developing countries
themselves.

6. Grosar. CommopiTy AGREEMENTS: negotiation of effective interna-
tional commodity agreements to stablize export earnings on primary prod-
ucts from the developing countries.

7. Freer Trape: liberalization of tariff policies and positive trade assist-
ance to expand the access of the developing countries to markets of the
developing countries,

8. Freepom FroM HUNGER: a more substantial mobilization of American
agricultural technology for a maximum effort to help developing countries
improve their food production and to increase food reserves to meet
emergency needs.

9. RemovaL or Corp War Restricrions: elimination from aid legisla-
tion of prohibitions on food and other humanitarian assistance to countries
which may be engaged in trade with certain Communist states.

10. FamiLy PraNNING: a more substantial program of helping develop-
ing countries in their efforts to confront the problems of rapidly expanding
populations with education and health facilities for family planning.

11. EpucatioNn For DEVELOPMENT: a commitment to world literacy and
to the educational resources and institutions indispensable to the progress of
economic and political development.

12. PrivaTE Groups: the fostering of co-operatives, labor unions, trade
and related associations, community action groups, and other organizations
in the developing countries which nurture leadership and democratic proc-
esses and which help to insure that economic assistance will be of lasting

benefit.
The Responsibility of the Churches

The churches must recognize that the powers of government are more
decisively involved in the struggle for justice in human life around the
world than are the programs of the churches themselves. Just as there has
been a shift from charity to justice in the evolution of domestic welfare
policy, so the churches must not permit their own philanthrophy, as gen-
erous as that may be, to distract attention from the issues of justice which
are at stake in political decisions.

Yet the churches must do more than address resolutions to questions of
governmental policy. When the issue is justice to the poor, the ancient de-
mands of faith compel the churches to engage their own people and funds
courageously and sacrifically in the struggle. We aflirm the following as
special tasks of the American churches:

1. INTERPRETATION: to interpret the issues of justice and of policy in
international deevlopment to the membership of our churches and to the
general public, to the end that the nation’s conscience may be aroused and
its commitment to development may be renewed.

2. Mosmization: to give leadership in the formation of a sustainin
constituency within the American public which is informed and committe
on the issues of international development.
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3. CorroraTe WiTnESs IN DECISION-MAKING: to bring the corporate wit-
ness of the churches to bear upon the processes of executive and legislative
decision-making in matters of foreign aid and trade, population policy,
food assistance, and agricultural development.

4. CoNTINUING STUDY: to engage in a continuing process of study and
education with regard to the fundamental assumptions and motives of inter-
national development and the effectiveness of alternative policies and pro-
grams in their responsiveness to human need.

5. Direct PARTICIPATION: to increase the resources and effectiveness of
the churches’ direct participation in world service and development projects.

6. STYLE oF LIFE: to mainifest a style of life as persons and as institu-
tions which does not cater to our own indulgences at the expense of our
neighbors’ necessities.

7. MinistTRy oF Lay Groups: to magnify the ministry of the laity in
such fields as farming, teaching, business, labor and health, by increasingly
enlisting these vocational groups in education and action programs for in-
ternational development which are appropriate to their competence and
influence.

8. DeveLoPMENT As VocaTion: to inspire and nurture careers in inter-
national development as special callings worthy of our finest men and
women.

A Pronouncement on Selective Conscientious Objection

Whereas the General Synod of the United Church of Christ, in keeping
with the tradition of both the Evangelical and Reformed and the Congrega-
tional Christian Churches, has affirmed that “every Christian has the right
and the responsibility to make his daily decisions in the love of God and
in obedience to His living Word”; and ‘

Whereas the General Synod has by resolution previously taken action
to “affirm its recognition of the right of conscientious objection to participa-
tion in or support of war,” to “extend moral and spiritual support to the
members of its constituent congregations who for conscience’ sake seek
exemption from military service and elect the alternative of civilian national
service provided in the law,” and to *“call upon its pastors and congrega-
tions to hold closely within the fellowship of the church those who take
this position”; and

- Whereas there are, both within and without the fellowship of the United
Church of Christ, persons who do not renounce the use of military force
as in itself inconsistent with their understanding of their moral obligation
but at the same time are persuaded on grounds of conscience that war under
given particular circumstances is wrong and that, therefore, they cannot
under these conditions engage in military service; and

Whereas they are led to this conclusion by such factors as their belief
that the nation has not adequately explored peaceful means of settling in-
ternational disputes, that the aims of a particular war cannot be ethically
justified; that the means used for the prosecution of the war violate the
moral standards which should prevail among nations, or that the probable
evil consequences would greatly outweigh the hoped for good; and

Whereas such a decision, taking into account the many dimensions of
the situation and of the individual’s obligations, is a valid expression of a
Christian’s responsibility to make his daily decisions in the love of God
and in obedience to his living Word; and
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Whereas conscientious objectors are in any case required to substantiate
their position before local draft boards, the burden of proof resting upon
the individuals taking this position:

Therefore be it resolved that the General Synod of the United Church
of Christ recognize the right of conscientious objection to participation in a
particular war or in war waged under particular circumstances, as well as
the right of conscientious objection to participation in war as such; and

Be it further resolved that the General Synod remind those who are dis-
posed to take this position that they ought not to do so lightly but only
after careful examination and weighing of their own motives, the moral
issues at stake including their proper obligations to the nation as an instru-
ment of justice and order, the social as well as personal consequences of
their decision, and their readiness to accept military or civilian service of
equivalent time, risk, and personal inconvenience if afforded them, or else
such penalities as may be legally imposed; and

Be it further resolved that the General Synod call upon pastors, congrega-
tions, Conferences, officers, and Instrumentalities of the Church, and
specifically upon the Council for Christian Social Action, to provide infor-
mation, assistance, and counsel for those who take this position in order
that they may both maintain the integrity of conscience and find suitable
alternative means for discharging their obligation as citizens in a time of
national emergency or danger; and

Be it further resolved that the General Synod urge the Congress of the
United States to amend the Selective Service Act to provide suitable alterna-
tives of military or civilian service for those who on grounds of conscience
object to participation in a particular war.

13. Actions on the Report of the Committee on Pronouncements

67-GS-197 VOTED: That the pronouncement on Justice and Inter-
national Development be adopted by this Sixth General Synod.

During discussion of the pronouncement on Selective Conscientious
Objection the time for the Order of the Day arrived. It was

67-GS-198 VOTED: To extend the time of the afternoon session so that
debate on the pronouncement on Selective Conscientious Objection could
be completed.

67-GS-199 VOTED: That the pronouncement on Selective Conscientious
Objection, as revised by the CCSA, and as placed in the hands of delegates
in Cincinnati by the Report Committee on Pronouncements, be adopted
by this Sixth General Synod.

A division of the house was called for. The results of the tally showed
305 in favor of adopting the pronouncement and 142 against.

14. Closing Prayer

The following prayer was offered by Mrs. Robert S. Smith of Durham,
North Carolina:

“Dear God, for the privilege of being present for this inspiring meeting,
for the stimulating reports, messages and discussions and for thy continuing
presence, we are grateful. In this time of crisis and challenge, help us to
be courageous, strong, active Christians, Take away our indifference and
apathy, our selfishness and pettiness. Lead us to an understanding of the
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