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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Thirtieth General Synod of the United Church of Christ calls 
upon other sports teams to eradicate the use of names, images, mascots, and behaviors that are or 
could be properly deemed harmful or demeaning to Native American cultures or people. 

FUNDING 
The funding for the implementation of the Resolution will be made in accordance with the overall 
mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
The Officers of the Church, in consultation with appropriate ministries or other entities within the 
United Church of Christ, will determine the implementing body. 

14. PRUDENTIAL RESOLUTION OF THE JUST PEACE MOVEMENT 

Ms. Artt called on Ms. Sheila Guiluamme, Mr. Mike Neuroth and Ms. Susan Thistlethwaite to 
offer a reflection and video on the Just Peace movement. 

Ms. Artt called on Ms. Bonds to introduce the resolution which is coming directly to plenary with 
a recommendation that it be adopted. Ms. Bonds moved the adoption of the Resolution marking 
the Thirtieth Anniversary of Recommitting Ourselves to a Just Peace Church. 

Discussion: 
Mr. Paul Chip Jahn (IK) spoke in favor of the resolution. 
Mr. Jim Antal (MASS) spoke in favor of the resolution. 
Ms. Yvonne Delk (SOC) spoke in favor of the resolution. 
Mr. David Greenhaw (Eden Seminary) spoke in favor of the resolution. 

15-GS-20 VOTED: The Thirtieth General Synod votes to adopt the resolution marking the 
Thirtieth Anniversary of the Just Peace Pronouncement by recommitting ourselves to be a Just 
Peace Church. 

RESOLUTION MARKING THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
JUST PEACE PRONOUNCEMENT BY RECOMMITTING OURSELVES TO BE 

A JUST PEACE CHURCH 

WHEREAS, scripture calls us to seek God's shalom and participate in the reconciling mission of 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 

WHEREAS, at its Fifteenth General Synod in Ames, Iowa the General Synod adopted the 
pronouncement "Affirming the United Church of Christ as a Just Peace Church," and called on its 
local churches, conferences and national bodies to "organize their common life so as to make a 
difference in the achieving of a Just Peace and the ending of the institution of war. " 

WHEREAS, in the thirty years since the adoption of the Just Peace pronouncement, we have seen 
protracted violent conflicts, intractable systemic injustices, and crippling cultural prejudices 
resolved using just peacemaking practices. 
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WHEREAS, in the thirty years since the adoption of the Just Peace pronouncement, many United 
Church of Christ Conferences, Seminaries, Institutions, and congregations have declared 
themselves Just Peace communities and have adopted policies and strategies to live out this call. 

WHEREAS, in the year 2001, the United Church of Christ along with other global faith 
communities affirmed and participated actively in the World Council of Churches "Decade to 
Overcome Violence: Churches Seeking Reconciliation and Peace" program, and joined with 
other communions in marking the end of the decade in 2011 at the International Ecumenical Peace 
Convocation in Kingston, Jamaica. 

WHEREAS, the World Council of Churches commended for study and action an "Ecumenical Call 
to Just Peace," and re-affirmed at its General Assembly in Busan in 2013 a "Statement on the 
Way of Just Peace," highlighting a growing ecumenical consensus toward Just Peacemaking, 
calling on member churches to join an "Ecumenical Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, " by seeking 
peace in four distinct contexts: 

For Just Peace in the Community- so that all may live free from fear, 
For Just Peace with the Earth- so that life is sustained, 
For Just Peace in the Marketplace- so that all may live in dignity, 
For Just Peace among the Nations- so that human lives are protected 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Thirtieth General Synod mark the 30th Anniversary of 
the Just Peace Pronouncement by reinvigorating the Just Peace movement in the United Church of 
Christ and beyond. In common cause with all who seek peace with justice, a renewed Just Peace 
movement will most surely include ecumenical relations with Christian Churches throughout the 
world, interfaith partnerships in the United States and beyond, and strong new alliances wherever 
they may be made. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that each congregation of the United Church of Christ be invited to 
become a Just Peace congregation, if they have not already done so. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Thirtieth General Synod invites a litany of covenant making 
to be celebrated throughout the church and spread liberally across the minutes, publications and 
communication media of the United Church of Christ. Let this litany give God Praise for the first 
thirty years of witness in the United Church of Christ as a Just Peace church and covenant all who 
pray it into a common bond of love and service. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Thirtieth General Synod invites congregations of the 
United Church of Christ to mark the Sunday preceding September 21 (which the United Nation 
recognizes as the "International Day of Prayer" for Peace as Just Peace Sunday. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Thirtieth General Synod invites all settings of the 
church who have committed themselves to Just Peace to create local, regional, and national 
partnerships and networks with the encouragement and support of the Covenanted Ministries of 
the United Church of Christ; to raise awareness of conflictual justice issues, share concerns, 
stories, and experience of Just Peace practices at work, and build constituencies around Just 
Peacemaking. 
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FUNDING 
The funding for the implementation of the Resolution will be made in accordance with the overall 
mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
The Officers of the Church, in consultation with appropriate ministries or other entities within the 
United Church of Christ, will determine the implementing body. 

15. DEVELOPING WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE, SUPPORTIVE AND ENGAGED 
CONGREGATIONS FOR MENTAL HEAL TH 

Ms. Artt called on Ms. Lessie Williams (CPC) chair of the committee to introduce the resolution 
and the amendments made by the committee. Ms. Williams moved the adoption of the resolution 
by the Thirtieth General Synod. 

She then called on Mr. Alan Johnson (RM) who spoke in support of the resolution. 

Discussion: 
Ms. Linda Bigler - Disabilities Ministries (CPC) spoke in favor of the resolution. 
Mr. Paul Clay (CA NV, S) spoke in favor of the resolution and urged the body to learn how to be a 
welcoming and inclusive congregation. 
Mr. Mark Stewart (MNWC) spoke in favor of the resolution. 
Mr. Kevin Pettit (RM) spoke in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. Samuel Conde (FLA) and Mr. Chris Davis moved to make a motional to amend the resolution, 
adding the following to the final Be It Resolved: 

Proposed Amendment: 

"BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Thirtieth General Synod encourages advocacy by all 
settings of the Church for broader and more just access to quality mental health services including 
private and public insurance coverage. This advocacy includes services for all persons with mental 
illness who are falling through the fraying safety net, especially persons in jails/prisons, persons 
who are homeless, persons of color, persons across all spectrums of sexuality and transgender and 
gender non-conforming who are experiencing mental illness." 

Discussion: 
Ms. Manda Adams (NY) spoke in favor of the amendment. 

Ms. Artt called the order of the day and indicated that the discussion would be picked up during 
the fifth plenary. 

16. REPORT ON THE COMMISSION OF THE FUTURE OF GENERAL SYNOD 

Ms. Artt called upon Mr. Black to bring a report to this General Synod outlining its work to date 
and bringing forth any recommendations it might have. 
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