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American veterans and was an unremitting 
advocate for the rights of the disabled; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Wellstone fought to protect 
the environment through brownfield cleanup, as 
well as conservation and renewable-energy 
measures and incentives for farmers, ranchers, 
and small businesses; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Wellstone fought for 
worker-safety rights, increased worker training, 
and citizen health care security. 

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED, that 
the Twenty-fourth General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ expresses its great 
appreciation for the outstanding contributions 
of Senator Paul Wells tone to peace and social 
justice and for the leadership he provided to 
legislation that fulfilled our denomination's 
commitment to living out God's vision of 
shalom; and 

LET IT BE FINALLY RESOLVED, that the 
Twenty-fourth General Synod of the United 
Church of Christ direct President and General 
Minister John Thomas to communicate this 
action to Senator Wellstone's family. 

Funding for this action will be made in 
accordance with the overall mandates of the 
affected agencies and the funds available. 

7. AMERICAN INDIAN BOARDING 
SCHOOLS 
Moderator Lewis called upon Karli Purscell, 
Chair of Committee Eleven, who moved the 
adoption of the resolution "American Indian 
Boarding Schools" as amended by the 
Committee. She asked that Ms. Sammy 
Toineeta, minister for native American relations, 
be granted "voice without vote." This was 
granted by consensus of the body. Ms. Toineeta 
pointed out that the policy which required 
American Indians to be educated in boarding 
schools began in 1868 and is still in effect. 
There are currently ten thousand American 
Indian children in boarding schools which allow 
teachers free reign with discipline. The children 
have no rights in these schools. 
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An amendment to change the word "reparatiol)." 
to "reconciliation" was defeated. 

!)3-GS-28 VOTED: The Twenty-fourth General 
Synod adopts the resolution, "American Indian 
Boarding Schools" as amended by the 
Committee. 

AMERICAN INDIAN BOARDING 
SCHOOLS 

WHEREAS, United States President Grant in 
1869 awarded separate divisions of Indian 
Territory to the church denominations for 
missionization of the Indians in order to 
facilitate westward expansion and settlement of 
this country; and 

WHEREAS, the American Missionary 
Association and the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
commissioned missionaries who were zealous in 
their beliefs that the Indians had no religion and 
no souls and were therefore ripe for conversion 
to Christianity; and 

WHEREAS, in the decade following 1869 the 
Christian denominations began to establish 
boarding schools with the underlying policy to 
"kill the Indian and save the man," and one such 
boarding school was the Hampton Institute, 
which opened its doors to Indian students in 
1878;and 

WHEREAS, the boarding school was of 
paramount significance in the attempted 
genocide of an entire people, and the mandatory 
placement of Indian children in the boarding 
schools resulted in the loss of hundreds of 
languages, spiritual beliefs, traditional practices, 
and the destruction of healthy family life; and 

WHEREAS, the American Indian people have 
not fully recovered from the devastating 
boarding school era; however, the Indian nations 
in the United States are beginning to find their 
way back to their cultural life ways and are 
beginning to heal the wounds of the past; and 

WHEREAS, the consideration of reparations is 
required due to the extent of the harm 
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perpetrated against the children of the Indian 
nations. 

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the 
United Church of Christ be the first church 
denomi-nation to acknowledge, confess and 
accept its historic participation and 
accountability for the harm done through the 
establishment of boarding schools in the United 
States and that the United Church of Christ work 
with the Council for American Indian Ministry 
to repair the harm that has been done to 
indigenous people and the community and soul 
of the United Church of Christ; and 

LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that the 
United Church of Christ begin its reparation 
process by formally apologizing for the harm 
done to the indigenous peoples; and 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 
United Church of Christ implement a process for 
educating the membership of the United Church 
of Christ about the boarding school issue and its 
impact on the languages, cultures, and families 
of indigenous peoples; and 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 
United Church of Christ demonstrates its 
commitment to the indigenous peoples by 
calling together an ecumenical forum to discuss 
the historic and ongoing boarding school issues 
and appropriate reparation responses; and 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 
United Church of Christ call on President Bush 
and the United States Congress to reform or 
repeal the legislation and policies that support, 
create, or continue the dehumanizing, abusive, 
and culturally insensitive programs offered by 
boarding schools; and 

LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that the 
United Church of Christ call on the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and other federal, state, and local 
agencies to investigate the policies, practices, 
and systems that contribute to ongoing cases of 
abuse and neglect, and that steps be taken to 
investigate the average nine thousand annual 
cases of abuse and neglect and to ensure the 
safety of all boarding school students, and 
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LET IT BE FINALLY RESOLVED, that 
Conferences and Associations of the United 
Church of Christ, Local Church Ministries, 
Justice and Witness Ministries, and the Office of 
General Ministries work in cooperation with the 
Council for American Indian Ministry to address 
the issues raised in this resolution. 

Funding for the implementation of this 
resolution will be made in accordance with the 
overall mandates of the affected agencies and 
the funds available. 

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Ms. Edith Guffey announced that copies of the 
Credentials Committee Report were available. 

9. RECOGNITION OF THE MINISTRY OF 
DALE BISHOP 
The evening plenary concluded at 9:25 p.m. 
following the recognition of the ministry of Dale 
Bishop, Executive Minister, Wider Church 
Ministries. The recognition included comments 
from Mr. Curtis Reuter, Vice Chair of Wider 
Church Ministries, and Rev. Megrdich 
Karagoezian of the Union of Evangelical 
Churches in the Middle East. The service also 
included The Sinikathemba Choir of Durban, 
South Africa. 

MONDAY MORNING, JULY 14, 2003 
Fifth Plenary Session 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Assistant Moderator Carol Wassmuth called the 
Fifth Plenary of the Twenty-fourth General 
Synod to order at 8:30 a.m. by inviting the 
delegates to sing "This Is The Day!" 

2. BIBLE STUDY 
Ms. Wassmuth introduced Ms. Valerie Tutson, 
story-teller (RI), who led the delegates in the 
morning's Bible Study on the theme, "Live 
Joy!" 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT 
Ms. Wassmuth announced that Gerry Miller 
(IOWA), a youth delegate had been taken to the 
hospital the previous evening, but had been 
released. 
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